
H o p e  V a l l e y  N e i g h b o r h o o d  A s s o c i a t i o n  

Greetings, neighbors!  After a crazy fall and winter, 
things are finally calming down a bit here at the asso-
ciation.  We missed putting out a newsletter last fall as 
well as holding our Annual Meeting in October.  Both 
of these misses were related to a crisis of manpower 
that we experienced on the board last fall.  Several 
board members expressed a need to focus their ener-
gies on work or personal concerns.  This has been a 
hard year for a lot folks, I know.  The problem was 
that we had no new volunteers to take the critical roles 
of these hard-working folks. 
 
This situation led to a rethinking of the structure and 
purpose of the association.  After some consideration, 
we decided that some changes are in order.  First we 
are going to test-run a sponsorship program for block 
parties. Second and more importantly we are going to step up our shift to a technology-base structure by redesigning 
our work efforts around our website and by encouraging folks to join our crime alert listserv.  (Read on for more 
details about these two plans.) 
 
In closing I would like to welcome Dr. Jack Hughes and Nonna Skumanich to the board and to thank Norm Krause 
and Marion Salinger for agreeing to give us one more year.  If you are in any way interested in serving on the board, 
please contact me directly at 489-3610 or abelam@unc.edu. 

Hosting neighborhood socials is a lot of work.  I 
know because I have had a hand in both the Hallow-
een Parade and the Ice Cream Social over the last 
few years.  The interesting thing to me is that not 
only do the same folks organize these events each 
year, but that the people who show up tend to be 
many of the same year-to-year and tend to live nearby 

the location of the event.  Social network theory 
explains this phenomenon very well, but I won’t 
get into that lest it put you to sleep as it so effec-
tively does my husband!  Suffice it to say, this is 
the way these things work.  It also occurs to me 
that those wonderful organizers like the Mac-
Donald family who host the Halloween Parade 
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Questions: 

• Interested in joining the board?  See 
page 2. 

• Interested in being a Block Captain?  
See page 2. 

• Have ideas about information you 
would like to be included in future 
issues of Down in the Valley?  Con-
tact Amanda Elam or another board-
member.  Contact information is on 
page 4. 
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Several incidents of theft have occurred 
in the New Hope Valley neighborhood 
since our last newsletter: 
 
• Garden statuary (decorative bench 

and statue) was stolen from a yard 
• During the day, a woman’s purse was 

taken from the front seat of her car 
• U.S. mail was removed from a mail-

box and strewn through several sur-
rounding yards 

• A portable CD player and CD’s were 
taken during the night from an 
unlocked car in a driveway 

• A mailbox was damaged 
• A garden watering can is missing 
 
Please remember to lock you car(s) if 
left in the driveway or on the street 
overnight and notify the police and 
your Block Captain of any theft or van-
dalism at your home or on your block. 
A list of Block Captains will be in-
cluded in our next issue for your infor-
mation.  Several blocks are without cap-
tains.  If you can volunteer to help 
please call 490-6166.   
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every year would probably continue 
with event whether or not there was 
board money available to support 
their efforts. I have further heard tell 
of some other fun block party type 
events held in the neighborhood at 
various times of year that are clearly 
paid for by the hosts and/or partici-
pants. 
 
With these facts in mind, it became 
clear to the board that a more effec-
tive means of achieving our goal of 

 

“building a sense of community” may 
involve sponsoring these other events.   
 
So here’s the offer for this year’s test-
run:  The board will make available 4 
awards of up to $200 to residents of 
Hope Valley who are hosting 
neighborhood social events.  What we 
ask in return is that you open the 
event to the neighborhood at large.  It 
could be a lot to ask, I know, but 
odds are most of the folks who come 
will be your close neighbors.  

...Social Event Sponsorship Cont’d 
 



3860 Somerset Drive 
Durham, NC 27707 

HOPE VALLEY 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATION 

Name(s):   

Address: 

Telephone: 

 

 

 

Mail $10 per household to:  Amanda Elam, 3860 Somerset Drive, Durham, NC 27707 

Make checks payable to Hope Valley Neighborhood Association.  Thank you! 

Membership Application and Renewal 

We’re on the Web!  
www.hope-valley.org 

 

Norman H. Krause 
President    
3506 Rugby Road  
489-5411  
Iz_Norm@compuserve.com 

 
Amanda Elam 
Vice President & Treasurer  
3860 Somerset Drive  
403-0361  
abelam@unc.edu  
 
Henry Nicholson 
Secretary & Past President  
3429 Rugby Road  
489-9502  
nick@whn3.org 

Mary Louise Edwards 
Neighborhood Watch 
2 Roswell Court 
490-6166 
medwards@nc.rr.com 
 
Rita Musante 
Beautification 
3101 Cornwall Road 
493-2006 
rita.musante@verizon.net 
 
Cathy Abernathy 
Inter-Neighborhood Council 
3903 Darby Road 
489-0394 
cefabernathy@aol.com 

Marion Salinger 
Newsletter 
3444 Rugby Road 
489-5140 
 
Jodi Kramer 
Newsletter 
3950 Bristol Road 
419-9799 
jodik@advacon.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Betty Mushak 
At-Large 
4036 Nottaway Road 
493-6631 
pandbmushak@cs.com 
 
Ray McAfoose 
At-Large 
15 Pilling Place 
419-9819 
mcafoose@aol.com 
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