
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Hello friends and neighbors, 

 

It’s hard to believe it’s November already.  With the hot summer behind us, we are probably all fo-

cused on fall landscaping projects, getting reacquainted with autumn routines and the fast-approaching 

holiday season. 

 

One more thing to add to the list is to renew your HVNA membership!  This past year we changed 

the dues renewal to a calendar year anniversary.  Your membership now runs from January 1 to De-

cember 31.  This means any dues paid during 2010 will expire December 31, and become due again 

January 1, 2011.  We have increased our membership roster significantly, but still only have approxi-

mately one third of the over 900 homes in Hope Valley as members.  So if you haven’t signed up, 

please consider doing so.  Also remember your dues are now tax deductible (please check with your 

tax professional)!  Your paid dues allow us to: 

 

• continually improve the common area landscaping 

• add additional historic street signs  

• pay for website updates 

• provide social events such as the annual Halloween parade 

• pay for many other “back of the house” expenses that keep Hope Valley the pleasant 

place to live that it is.  

  

You can now pay your dues via PayPal or credit card on our website at www.hvna.org.  Dues are 

$25.00 annually, but we happily accept any additional amounts!  We will be adding more and more 

information to the website over the next year as well.   

 

Thank you again for making Hope Valley such a great place to live, and a place we can all be proud to 

call home.  Have a safe and happy holiday season! 

 

Dan Fulkerson 
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According to the  

Durham Police  

Department:  

    

Call 911 to report any 

crimes or suspicious       

activities / persons in  

our neighborhood. 

HVNA  
Contributions  
Are Now Tax   
Deductible! 

    

Effective January 1, 2010, the HVNA began  
calendar year memberships  

— you can pay your 2010 annual dues now —  
just go to www.hvna.org and click on  

“pay HVNA dues online” 

The HVNA has     

recently been       

designated a  

public  charity   

under Section 

501(c)(3)  of the 

IRS tax code. 

This makes all 

dues payments 

and contributions 

to the HVNA  

eligible for tax            

deduction! 
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HVNA Appearance News for Fall 2010 
 

Who’s in charge of  that? 
 
 

The HVNA Appearance Committee is tasked with common area maintenance within Hope Valley’s borders.  This includes Windsor Way, traffic islands 
at Cambridge, Norwich, Avon, Bristol and Dover, as well as the areas around our iconic gates at Windsor and Dover and our newest entry marker at 
Rugby. 
 
The City of Durham is a participant in this program working with the HVNA in  mowing and doing brush clearing 
(recently along the Eason property on Westover for       example) from time to time, but the details are generally han-
dled by your Association in coordination with the Hope Valley and Town and Country Garden Clubs. 
 
The Committee also oversees the installation and mainte- nance of the Hope Valley Historic Street Signs.  The street 
signs and the Chapel Hill Road gates have been land marked by the City of Durham Historic Commission, a designation 
that protects them from relocation or alteration.  The annual holiday decoration of the street signs is another project of the 
Appearance Committee. 
 
Your dues support this work which improves the curb   appeal of our neighborhood and supports property values.  
Anecdotally the HVNA Board hears from local real estate professionals that Hope Valley scores well with those looking 
at real estate because of our clean and manicured appearance.   
 
To contact the HVNA  Appearance Committee or to volunteer go to hvna.org and click on the Appearance Committee section.  We can help you with 
street light replacement, unruly yards, street issues, and provide information regarding the deed covenants for your section of Hope Valley.  The Appear-
ance Committee appreciates the ongoing support of the Hope Valley community and the many kind words and notes forwarded to us each year.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

A New Look – HVNA Freshens Its Logo 
 

Over a year ago, the HVNA Board was discussing the refresh to the HVNA website and the discussions also lead to the possible need to re-brand the 
HVNA with a spruced up logo!!  With the new website, the current logo design just didn’t have the 
same oomph that it did a few years ago.  It was a great logo design at the time, but many thought it 
was looking a little tired. 
 

So, the board decided to move forward with having several concepts for the new logo designed.  At 
one point, there were about 8 options on the table.  The board was charged with making sure that 
the new logo reflected the history of the neighbor-
hood, but also provided a fresh and current look.  
 

After several months of discussion and review of 
proposed logos, the board narrowed the selection 
and a new logo was chosen.  The new logo reflects the crest and fleur-de-lis that is noticeable in the 
entry gates off Old Chapel Hill Rd, at Dover and Windsor Way and the updated font brings us into 
the 21st century.  We believe that we have captured a bit of the old and the new in this design. 
The new logo made its debut on the HVNA website (www.hvna.org) in October, and debuts in this 
newsletter.  This new logo will be used in all HVNA correspondence, print and promotional materi-
als, and in any information about the HVNA. 
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Hope Valley Crime Statistics 

 

Hope Valley residents continue their support of the 

Durham Police Department’s efforts to reduce crime 

in Hope Valley.  Involving our friends in  blue when-

ever we see suspicious activity proves to be the best 

way to avoid crime. 

 

Through nine months of 2010, there have been a 

total of 29 property crimes:  12 in the first quarter, 9 

in the second quarter, and 8 for the third quarter.  

For calendar year 2009, we had 54 property crime 

incidents versus 43 for calendar year 2008, an in-

crease of over 25%, mostly in burglaries and larce-

nies.    If history is any guide, the fourth quarter of 

2010 will be another low crime quarter (five property 

crimes in 4Q 2008 and three in 4Q2009).  Given a 

typical fourth quarter, we are on track to have one of 

our lowest property crime 12-month periods since we have been reporting these statistics. 

 

Through the first nine months of this year, 15 burglaries have been committed in our neighborhood.  This compares to 19 burglaries 

through the first three quarters of 2009.  There were 13 larcenies in Hope Valley so far this year, as compared with 19 through the same 

period last year.  While there were no motor vehicles stolen in the first three quarters of last year and we had one vehicle stolen during the 

same period this year. 

 

Our friends at the Durham Police Department  tells us that the most effect 

way to prevent crime is for each of us to be observant and to call “911” if 

we see any  suspicious activity.  Also, removing the opportunity for crimi-

nals, e.g., our houses should be locked and alarms set whenever we leave 

our homes (even if we are out working in the yard) and of course, our cars 

should not be left unlocked and all valuables should be stored out of sight. 

 

As always, the Durham police caution our use of the statistics, warning that the statis-

tics only reflect incidents reported, not necessarily crimes 

committed.  Consequently, these numbers are subject to 

fluctuation as the reports are investigated. The categories 

used are drawn from the FBI Uniform Crime Reporting 

(UCR) Handbook.  According to the FBI’s UCR Hand-

book (2004), larceny is defined as “The unlawful taking, 

carrying, leading, or riding away of property from the posses-

sion or constructive possession of another.”  Burglary is 

defined as “The unlawful entry of a structure to commit a 

felony or a theft.”  And motor vehicle theft is defined as 

“The theft or attempted theft of a motor vehicle.”  For 

additional definitions, please refer to the UCR Handbook 

available online at:   http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/handbook/

ucrhandbook04.pdf 

MARY TATUM 
Realtor/Broker, GRI, CRS, SRES, CHMS 

 

jx `t~x ZÜxtà ax|z{uÉÜá‹jx `t~x ZÜxtà ax|z{uÉÜá‹jx `t~x ZÜxtà ax|z{uÉÜá‹jx `t~x ZÜxtà ax|z{uÉÜá‹ 

Mary.tatum@pruysu.com 

919-929-7100 
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The 2010 HVNA Neighborhood Halloween Parade! 
 

 

Over 150 children and adults participated in the 2010 HVNA Halloween Parade!  
 

The parade participants gathered in the front yard of  Cliff and Amanda Elam’s Somerset 

Drive home for fellowship, candy, sodas and adult beverages.  After some visiting and admir-

ing of the wonderful Halloween costumes, the parade proceeded, following the lead of John 

Elam, up Somerset past several candy stations and then back again to the Elams. 

 

A big thank you to Tad DeBerry who organized the event and to these enthusiastic volunteers:  

Jennifer Willis, Mary Mattocks Willis, Kate Lloyd, Sarah Rollins; Juliane & Kirk Roberts; Philip 

Pieper; Tad, Barbara, Kate & Eleanor DeBerry; Clarine & Amelia Druckenbrod; Drew and 

Margaret Vermillion; Todd and Molly Cromer; Doug & Chase Loew; Elaine Jones; Margaret 

Goldenstein; and Cliff, Amanda & John Elam. 
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Protecting Your HVAC Investment 
 

Regular maintenance is key for efficiency and longevity. 
 

Few people would question changing the oil in your car. Yet talk about HVAC – 
one of the most expensive and mechanically complex pieces of equipment in the 
home – and homeowners often neglect to perform even basic maintenance. 
HVAC, like your car, benefits from regular attention. Whether it’s cleaning out the 
refrigerant coils, checking the electrical connections, changing filters, or making sure 
your unit is maintaining its level of Freon – maintenance will not only increase the 
lifespan of your system, it will mean better air quality and lower bills too.  
 
EVERYBODY’S BUSY.  
There is a reason why your dentist calls to remind you it’s time for a checkup – we 
all have too much on our minds. That’s why it makes sense to sign up for a regular 
maintenance plan for your HVAC system – not only will you save yourself hassle, 
you will most likely save some money on any repair fees.  
 
EFFICIENCY AND LONGIVITY ARE NICE. SAFETY IS                       
ESSENTIAL.  
Maintenance is not just about smooth operation. Just as a faulty brake on your car 
can put your life at risk, leaky ductwork can exacerbate allergies, and carbon monox-
ide poisoning – most commonly caused by cracked heat exchangers – can even 
prove fatal. (As a precaution, you should always have a carbon monoxide detector in 
your home.)  
 
MAINTENANCE IS NO SILVER BULLET. 
The best maintenance in the world can’t keep a system running forever. If your unit 
is more than ten-years-old, consider replacing it with an Energy Star-certified     
system. Luckily, most HVAC maintenance contractors are also installers – so they 
should be able to advise you on when it’s time to switch it out. (Just keep in mind 
that the profit is much higher on installation than maintenance, so make sure you 
work with someone you can trust.)  
If you think your HVAC may be coming to the end of its life, or is just costing too much in operating costs, now may be the perfect time to act –    
massive tax credits of as much as $1,500 are set to expire at the end of the year.  
As a final caveat, just because you have problems with heating and cooling, doesn’t mean the prob-
lem is your HVAC. As I mentioned in my previous article (High Cooling Bills? New HVAC Isn’t Always 
the Answer: HVNA Newsletter, June 2010), your house should be treated as a complete system – you 
can have the most efficient HVAC in the world, but if it is running through leaky ducts, or is at-
tached to a house with inadequate or poorly installed insulation, you’ll still end up with high energy 
bills.  
 
Your house is more than the sum of its parts, but looking after those parts is an important part of the 
bigger picture. 

 
Bobby Ferrel, a resident of Hope Valley, is co-founder of Green Horizon (formerly Sustainable Building Solutions) – 
a Durham based company offering home owners and builders a one-stop shop for energy efficiency and green building. 
Services include energy audits, weatherization, insulation, HVAC installation and maintenance, rainwater harvesting 
and geothermal heating and cooling. GreenHorizon.com 



 

Preservation Home Tour in Hope Valley a Great Success 
 
May 1st  saw hundreds of     triangle residents converge on 

Hope Valley for the 14th Annual Old Durham Home Tour.  

The tour, Preservation         Durham’s largest annual fund-

raiser, highlighted 8 iconic Hope Valley homes.  Hope 

Valley’s recent inclusion on the National Register of Historic 

Places was celebrated at a pre tour Gala held at the Hope 

Valley Country Club. 

 

The HVNA and the Hope  Valley Renaissance Coalition 

partnered in the National    Register research and funding 

and are committed to extending the Register, and its attending 

tax credits,  to as much of Hope Valley as possible over the 

next few years. 

 

Homes on the Tour included those from the 1930’s through 

1950’s, Hope Valley’s period of historic significance.  High-

lighted were the Lyon, Wily, Hansen-Pruss, Wackerman, 

Edwards, Harris, Lewis, and Lanning Houses as well as the 

neighborhood’s crown jewel, the 1927 Aymar Embury de-

signed Country Clubhouse.  

 

Tour books with home descriptions and detailed Hope Valley history are available from the HVNA for $6 each.  Contact Philip Pieper to 

purchase yours today! 

Down in the Valley Fall 2010 Page  6 

 

Deer in Hope Valley 
 

Deer are beautiful majestic creatures that move with a grace that is noteworthy.  Like many 

other animals, they have been driven from their natural settings because of the a competing 

demand for land.  I fear we may be reaching a point were the growing population of deer 

in Hope Valley will create significant 

problems.  
 

On  Cambridge Road they are so  

comfortable that they roam front 

yards at mid-day.  A very large buck, 

doe, and fawn are often seen to-

gether.   It is     obvious to all, but 

they can consume or destroy plants, 

shrubs, small trees, and prop-

erty.  Fences are no help as they can easily clear six feet without a running start. They can 

be a traffic problem. The not so obvious facts are that they carry ticks and fleas,  the kind 

that can carry lyme disease.  If startled, they can charge pets or people.  In rut, bucks can 

aggressively charge with no provocation.   
 

It may seem harmless and humane, but feeding and watering deer is making matters 

worse.  
 

Will animal control or others be needed to solve this growing problem? 

 
Steve Knauss 

The John & Hazel Wily House 



Hope Valley History  
- Crown to Club  - 

 
For those who study Hope Valley history, it’s accepted fact that Mebane and Sharpe, the original developers of Hope Valley, purchased land for the 
development from the Shepard family, who originally settled here sometime in the mid-1800’s.    (Of course various Native American tribes, like the 
Occaneechi, preceded European settlers here.)   
 
While those facts are accurate, this only traces the history of our neighborhood back so far and the details of the early days of our 
neighborhood are vague.  After some sporadic sleuthing of available online sources and a trip to the venerable deed vaults 
of Orange County (our neighborhood was part of Orange County for over 100 years — Durham County wasn’t formed 
until 1881), we have peeled back the Hope Valley onion a little more. 
 
First, we have to understand how land ownership was estab- lished in the early days of the colonies.  North Carolina is a 
“State-Land State,” which means that North Carolina retained the right to dispose of land within its borders and the land was 
never part of the public domain.  Also, a State-Land-State used  a “metes & bounds” surveying system.  This system uses physi-
cal features of the land (trees, creeks, rivers, creeks, roads, swamps, etc.).  These physical features are important, because 
they allow us to calibrate our current neighborhood boundaries with original maps, using surviving features.  In our case, creek 
beds — e.g., New Hope Creek, Third Fork Creek, etc. existed in colonial days and show up on existing land grant maps. 
 
When the Lords Proprietors of Carolina surrendered their sovereignty to the Crown, one of them, John Carteret, earl Granville, reserved to himself 
property rights in his share of the land. His portion was marked off in 1744, wholly within the province of North Carolina; it contained half of the pre-
sent state.  
 
In 1755 Robert Campbell was granted the land on which Hope Valley is located from King George II and his representative, Lord Granville.  In 1846 
George Mabin Shepherd purchased this land from Frances H. Dilliard, Campbell’s daughter, who had inherited the land from her father.  Based on this 
preliminary investigate, our assumption is that the original Shepherd farm dates back to this time.  However, we know from our genealogical work, that 
George Shepherd’s father, Henry Shepherd, was born about 1780 in Orange County.  From this information, we assume that his father, William Shep-
herd was also here then.  We have not yet discovered land records that prove either Henry or William owned land here prior to George Mabin Shepherd.  
However, it is possible that George  inherited land here either from his grandfather, his father, or both—more sleuthing is necessary to more firmly 
establish whether earlier Shepherd family members were land owners here.  To be continued... 
 

                                                 Street Sign Project 
 
 

Birds of a feather flock together!  Another Hope Valley resident (a young red tail hawk) signals his support for our historic sign project! 
 

The Historic Street Sign Project is now entering phase four and will pause after this round of installations.  With that in 

mind groups or individuals who are interested in a sign for an intersection near their homes should contact the HVNA 

soon to get your sign on the list. 
 

The project, which has been wildly successful, has restored, replaced, and or created nearly 100 signs in Hope  Valley.  

The project has been the subject of local media articles, inquiries from other neighborhood associations and has 

garnered our iconic signs Landmark Sign status with the City of Durham. 
 

Designs have been created for all Hope Valley Streets and the HVNA Board has increased the per sign 

subsidy to $300 per double sign set and $150 for a 

single sign.  Signs generally run $800 per double set 

and $400 for a single, which includes zinc coating, 

rust proof painting, post and installation.  Some 

designs that have already been mapped may be avail-

able at a lower cost. 

 

 

To begin the process to have a sign near you please 

contact the HVNA Appearance Committee via 

hvna.org or email Tad DeBerry at tadde-

berry@hvna.org.  Streets and groups of neighbors 

have been very successful with informal fundraising 

in their areas.  Join your neighbors and other Hope 

Valley residents in celebrating Hope Valley history, 

and helping visitors navigate our notoriously confus-

ing neighborhood. 
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King George II 



Effective January 1, 2010, the HVNA began calendar year memberships Effective January 1, 2010, the HVNA began calendar year memberships Effective January 1, 2010, the HVNA began calendar year memberships Effective January 1, 2010, the HVNA began calendar year memberships ————    
you can pay your 2010 annual dues online nowyou can pay your 2010 annual dues online nowyou can pay your 2010 annual dues online nowyou can pay your 2010 annual dues online now    ———— just go to www.hvna.org just go to www.hvna.org just go to www.hvna.org just go to www.hvna.org    

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & RENEWAL 
 
 

 Application  Renewal   Additional Contribution to Beautification 
 
Name(s)         E-mail       
 
 
Address         Phone       
 
 
Comments              

Annual dues are $25 per household. Mail application and check to: HVNA, P. O. Box 51338, Durham, NC, 27716 
Please make checks payable to: Hope Valley Neighborhood Association.   Thank you! 

HOPE VALLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 2010-2011 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Dan Fulkerson 
President 
3832 Somerset Drive 
Home:  403.3130 
E-mail:  danfulkerson@hvna.org 
 
 
Mary Jacques 
Vice President 
Welcoming 
3408 Dover Road 
Home:  490-6395 
E-mail:  maryjacques@hvna.org 
 
 
Chase Teer Loew 
Secretary/COPS Program 
4025 Bristol Road 
Home: 489-3367 Cell: 697-1456 
E-mail: chaseteerloew@hvna.org 

 
Philip Pieper 
Treasurer/HVNA Website 
3832 Somerset Drive 
Home:  403.3130 
E-mail:  philippieper@hvna.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don Stanger 
Past President/Newsletter 
3940 Dover Road 
Home: 489-2248   
E-mail:  donstanger@hvna.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Todd Cromer 
Neighborhood Watch 
3852 Somerset Drive 
Home:  408-8037 
Email:  toddcromer@hvna.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Debbie Rand 
At Large 
3716 St. Marks Road 
Home: 765-9488  Cell: 824-5299 
E-mail:  debbierand@hnva.org 

 
Tad DeBerry 
Appearance 
3831 Somerset Drive 
Home: 489-5270 
E-mail:  taddeberry@hvna.org 
 
 
 
Mary Tatum 
PAC-3 
3210 Banbury Way 
Home: 493-3934 
E-mail: marytatum@hvna.org 
 
 
Joe Walston 
HVNA Listserv 
3104 Devon Road 
Home:   
joewalston@hvna.org 

Building community and providing voice for Hope Valley      Visit us online at www.hvna.org 

 
 
 
 

Hope Valley Neighborhood Association 

P. O. Box 51338 

Durham, NC   27716 


