
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Hello friends and neighbors, 

 

What a beautiful spring it’s been in Hope Valley.  In my first letter as president, I would like to     re-

mind everyone of some very significant milestones we’ve achieved over the past handful of   months.   

 

• Gaining recognition with The National Register of Historic Places the end of 2009. 

• Gaining our status as a 501 (c) (3) organization the first part of 2010. 

• Completing work on the entrance gates at Rugby Road. 

• May’s extremely successful home tour with Preservation Durham. 

• A recent, and ongoing revamping of our HVNA.org website. 

• A significant, and ever-increasing gain in membership with HVNA. 

 

All of these accomplishments, and more, have come to us through the hard work of our board   mem-

bers and the involvement of many of the residents that call Hope Valley home.  The board’s focus for 

2010 will be to increase membership and  continually improve appearance.  We will also be focusing 

on Neighborhood Watch, and improving communications through newsletters, listserv, and the 

HVNA website.   

 

We can all make Hope Valley an even better, safer place to live by getting to know our neighbors, 

watching out for suspicious activities, and watching over each other’s houses.  Have a great summer, 

and thank you to everyone for making Hope Valley the beautiful, diverse neighborhood that it is  to-

day. 

 

Dan Fulkerson 

 

Down in the Valley 
Spring/Summer 2010 

Volume 19, Issue 2 

  President’s Letter  
By: Dan Fulkerson  270-0521 or danielfulkerson@hvnva.org 

 

  
   
 

According to the  

Durham Police  

Department:  

    

Call 911 to report any 

crimes or suspicious       

activities / persons in  

our neighborhood. 

 

 

HVNA  
Contributions  
Are Now Tax   
Deductible! 

    

Effective January 1, 2010, the HVNA began  
calendar year memberships  

— you can pay your 2010 annual dues now —  
just go to www.hvna.org and click on  

“pay HVNA dues online” 

The HVNA has     

recently been       

designated a public  

charity under      

Section 501(c)(3)   

of the IRS tax code. 
 

This makes all dues 

payments and    

contributions to the 

HVNA tax             

deductible! 

Neighborhood Association  
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HVNA Appearance News  
for Spring 2010 

 

Your HVNA Appearance Committee has had a busy spring.  
Projects this year have included general cleanup and trim-
ming to prepare for the 14th Annual Old Home Tour, finish-
ing touches to the new Hope Valley Entrance Marker at 
Rugby Road and the Bristol Cul de Sac. 
 

As May 1st, the date of the home tour,  approached the Ap-
pearance Committee worked with our contracted landsca-
pers and individual homeowners to prepare for the nearly 
1000 visitors expected for the event.  The gates were tidied, 
the bushes trimmed, beds mulched, and bulbs were set.  
When the day arrived Hope Valley was ready! 
 

Although work continues with the City of Durham, the new entrance marker for Hope Valley at Rugby Road was completed.  This sign, 
stone structure and landscaping project was spearheaded by Ruth Shaffer of Nottaway Road.  Ruth, in coordination with the Appearance 
Committee, raised the funds, helped supervise the construction and generally kept this project on track.  We would like to express many, 
many thanks to Ruth for all her hard work.  We hope to have final City approvals soon so we can cross this project off the active list!   
Many thanks also to all the residents who over the years, or just recently, donated to make this project a reality. 
 
Special thanks needs to go to the Town & Country Garden Club whose members have been very active both at the new Rugby entry and 
along Windsor Way.  Town & Country have donated time, energy, and finances to enhance both of these areas.  Town & Country has 
also purchased an historic Hope Valley street sign at Windsor Way to commemorate their work.  Thank you Town & Country and 
Walker Harris of Chase Builders for setting the post for the new street sign. 
 

Last spring the residents of Bristol Road began to raise money to clean up and replant the natural area on their Cul de Sac.  Work began 
last fall and just recently phase 1 was completed with some new plants, pruning and seeding.  Many thanks to all those who donated to 
make this project a reality.  Future plans include further planting and trimming as weather, and finances allow. 
 

The Appearance Committee is beginning the preliminary work for phase 4 of the historic Hope Valley Street Sign project.  Several resi-
dents have expressed interest in having signs mark their intersections and the HVNA is indentifying other areas that would be logical 
extensions of the project.   Currently about half of all Hope Valley intersections are marked.  Please contact Tad DeBerry to discuss a 
sign for your area (taddeberry@hvna.org).  The HVNA is committed to making sure all areas of Hope Valley are enhanced by our iconic 
street signs.   
 

The Appearance Committee is always looking for volunteers.  To inquire email or call 
Tad DeBerry (489-6505)  We need historic street sign coordinators, holiday decoration 
installers, trash patrol walkers, street light and street sign monitors,  plant donations 
from homes being remodeled or razed, wood chips from tree cutting, and notification 
of appearance issues in your area. 
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Hope Valley Crime Statistics 

 

Hope Valley residents have done a great job of  

helping the Durham Police Department reduce 

crime in Hope Valley.  

 

For all of 2009, Hope Valley experienced 54 prop-

erty crime incidents versus 43 for calendar year 

2008, an increase of over 25%, mostly in burglaries 

and larcenies.  Of the 54 property crime incidents 

reported in Hope Valley for 2009, almost 60% 

involved larceny, while burglary comprised nearly 

all of the balance of the incidents.  While our crime 

rate in Hope Valley is low when compared to other 

places, it does appear that Hope Valley attracted 

more criminal attention in 2009 than in previous 

years.  

 

For the first quarter of this calendar year, seven 

larcenies have been committed in our neighbor-

hood.  This compares with a total of 31 larcenies 

for 2009.  There were 22 burglaries in Hope Valley 

last year and just four in the first quarter.  While 

there were no motor vehicles stolen last year, one 

vehicle was stolen in the first quarter. 

 

Our friends at the Durham Police Department  

tells us that the most effect way to prevent crime is 

for each of us to be observant and to call “911” if 

we see any  suspicious activity.  Also, removing the 

opportunity for criminals, e.g., our houses should 

be locked and alarms set whenever we leave our 

homes (even if we are out working in the yard) and 

of course, our cars should not be left unlocked and 

all valuables should be stored out of sight. 
 

As always, the Durham police caution our use of the statis-

tics, warning that the statistics only reflect incidents reported, 

not necessarily crimes committed.  Consequently, these num-

bers are subject to fluctuation as the reports are investigated. 

The categories used are drawn from the FBI Uniform 

Crime Reporting (UCR) Handbook.  According to the 

FBI’s UCR Handbook (2004), larceny is defined as “The 

unlawful taking, carrying, leading, or riding away of prop-

erty from the possession or constructive possession of an-

other.”  Burglary is defined as “The unlawful entry of a 

structure to commit a felony or a theft.”  And motor vehicle 

theft is defined as “The theft or attempted theft of a motor 

vehicle.”  For additional definitions, please refer to the 

UCR Handbook available online at:   http://

www.fbi.gov/ucr/handbook/ucrhandbook04.pdf 

 

Hutch Johnson - Residential Designs    
www.whjdesign.com  919-489-4577 

MARY TATUM 
Realtor/Broker, GRI, CRS, SRES, CHMS 
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Mary.tatum@pruysu.com 

919-929-7100 

 
Hope Valley Property Crime Incidents 

- 2007 through First Quarter 2010 
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Why All the Fuss About HVNA Membership and Renewals? 
 

Over the past few weeks, many neighbors have probably wondered why the recent membership renewal billings and the couple of list 

serve announcements about renewing your memberships and paying your dues.  As the newly elected treasurer, I wanted to share my 

thoughts on what the fuss is about.  Well, let’s see: 

 

• Membership renewals and dues payments went to a calendar year renewal in 2010 – Dues were due January 1st for 2010 

• Effective this February this year your HVNA membership dues are tax deductible….HVNA has status as a 501( c )( 3 )    or-

ganization  

• Out of the 920+ homes in Hope Valley, only 282 have renewed/paid dues for 2010 (through the end of May 2010) 

• We need your continued support to be able to cover the following expenses that we incur during the year (this is what your dues 

help to pay): 

ª common area maintenance 

ª historic sign project subsidies 

ª newsletter printing and mailing – we have been successful in selling advertising to cover the cost of producing the 

newsletter at least 3 times a year 

ª annual meeting 

ª membership renewal mailings  

ª grants to streets for social events 

ª annual Halloween parade 

ª notice signs at entrances  

ª       holiday street sign decorations  

ª Rugby entrance (including permitting, engineering, subsidizing         

landscaping),  

ª list service 

ª website updates 

 

If you haven’t renewed or joined the HVNA, please consider doing so by mailing your $25 

renewal to HVNA Membership, PO BOX 51338, Durham, NC 27717 or paying online 

through Pay Pal at www.hvna.org and follow the link on the left hand side for Pay Pal. 
 

With your continued support, the HVNA will be able to continue to do many things within 

and around our neighborhood. 
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             HIGH COOLING BILLS? 
  NEW HVAC ISN’T ALWAYS THE ANSWER 
 
As somebody who makes part of his living from installing new HVAC sys-

tems, folks look at me strange when I tell them that new HVAC isn’t always 

the best way to cut their bills or improve comfort in their home. Often 

there are simpler, cheaper solutions. 

 

EVERY HOME IS DIFFERENT 

It’s impossible to offer generalizations about the best path to lower bills – 

there are just too many factors at work. The age of your home; the size, 

quality and state of repair of your HVAC system; whether duct work has 

been sealed properly; and the quality of your insulation will all significantly 

affect how your home performs. Even the location of your unit matters. 

(Bringing a HVAC unit inside a semi-conditioned space like a closed crawl-

space or attic can drastically reduce costs.) 

 

ASSESS THE WHOLE HOUSE  

Before spending many thousands on a new HVAC unit, I usually recom-

mend having an approved home energy auditor assess whether that is the 

best option. Sometimes all you will need is a proper tune up, and some air 

and duct sealing, to the tune of a few hundred dollars. (The audit will usu-

ally turn up other opportunities for savings, as well.)  

 

BEHAVIOR MATTERS 

Even spending some time thinking about how you and your family use your AC can yield impressive results. Making sure windows and 

doors are closed; using ceiling fans when you are in a room (and turning them off when you leave); and properly using a programmable 

thermostat can have a massive impact on how much energy you use.  

 

Many people don’t realize that even changing light bulbs can help – Compact Fluorescent Light Bulbs (CFLs) and LED’s don’t just use 

less energy than regular bulbs, they also produce significantly less heat.  

 

SOMETIMES A NEW HVAC SYSTEM IS THE ANSWER AFTER ALL. 

Of course, sometimes you just have to bite the bullet and replace your unit. But by making sure that other low hanging fruit have been 

addressed first, you will not only be ensuring your new unit runs as efficiently as possible – you may even be able to save on the cost of 

that unit. Ultimately a more efficient house needs a smaller HVAC unit. And smaller HVAC 

units cost less money. (The proper sizing of HVAC units is a topic in and of itself – over or 

undersized units are often the cause of high bills and other problems in the first place.) 

 

Whatever you do with your home, the most important thing is to work with a contractor who 

understands the house as a complete system. Sometimes that means your contractor will 

make recommendations that are different than what you were expecting – but the end goal 

should always be a healthy, efficient, comfortable and economical home for you and your 

family. 

 
 

Bobby Ferrel, a resident of Hope Valley, is co-founder of Green Horizon (formerly Sus-

tainable Building Solutions) – a Durham based company offering home owners and build-

ers a one-stop shop for energy efficiency and green building. Services include energy au-

dits, weatherization, insulation, HVAC installation and maintenance, rainwater harvest-

ing and geothermal heating and cooling. GreenHorizon.com 

 



 

HVNA Annual Meeting  
- February 18, 2010 - 

 

On Thursday, February 18, 2010, the HVNA 
held its Annual Meeting at Hope Valley Country 
Club. 
 

HVNA 2009 successes, the current state of 
HVNA finances, and crime statistics were re-
viewed. 
 

Cathy Abernathy, Amanda Elam, and Mark 
Bonner were thanked for their HVNA board 
service and Debbie Rand and Jack Hughes were 
singled out for special recognition. 
 

Elections were held for 2010-11 officers and 
Todd Cromer and Joe Walston were elected to 
the HVNA board. 
 

2010—2011 officers elected: 
 

              President  Dan Fulkerson 
              Vice President Mary Jacques 
              Secretary                Jan McCallum 
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Debbie Rand, HVNA Past President , 
receives an award from Don Stanger, 
outgoing HVNA President, for her out-
standing management of the HVNA 
listserv. 

 

Dr. Jack Hughes receives an HVNA award  

in appreciation of his years of service as 

Treasurer of the HVNA. 



Hope Valley History  
- The Country Life - 

 

 

When, in the mid-1920s, R. J. Mebane from Greensboro and W. E Sharpe from Burlington conceived an upscale development organized 
around a golf course and country club, they created one of America's earliest prototypes for a suburban commuter development that de-
pended entirely upon the automobile. Inspired by the local economic boom created by the tobacco and textile industries and the prospect 
of a new Duke University, the two entrepreneurs bought up farm and dairy land which had been worked by homesteaders since the early 
19th century. In February 1926, they formed Mebane & Sharp, Inc., the entity that would create the new Hope Valley suburb, now the 
Hope Valley National Register District.  
 

The new neighborhood was designed to be a gracious community removed from city congestion and pollution, which would include 
modern conveniences such as underground water and sewer mains, electricity, two paved main thoroughfares, architect-designed homes, 
a professional golf course, and a country club destined to become the hub of social life for the new community and for greater Durham. 
Other recreational amenities such as horseback riding, golfing, swimming, tennis and even hunting were also advertised as health-giving 
activities one would be able to find in this ideal and stylish neighborhood. Because of these features and the distance from the city center, 
residents of the new development were promised not only a healthier lifestyle but even greater longevity! 
 

To attract people to Hope Valley and to set the desired tone and standard for the homes there, Mebane and Sharpe hired Durham's fore-
most residential architect, George Watts Carr, to design a handful of moderately sized, but richly detailed homes in the Tudor Revival, 
English Cottage and French Ecletic styles. The developers desired to imbue their new neighborhood with an "Old European" feeling in 
keeping with the country lifestyle of Eng- land and France’s leisured classes.  
  

However, it is important to note that along- side the assertion of traditional style, was the 
rapidly moving modernization which the very people who would buy these homes also 
desired. In the newspapers of this period along with the advertisements for Hope Valley, 
one can see a large number of  advertise- ments for automobiles of all kinds that one 
might buy for Christmas to go with the new house. Advertisements for radios and dishwash-
ers accompany those for roofing in the latest technology. All of this is juxtaposed with ads 
for authentic-looking false "thatched" roofs. 
 

Hope Valley was platted in July of 1926 in nine sections comprising 200 half-acre units. 
The only street names assigned at that time were Devon and Dover. Originally, streets were 
designated as "Trails;" Windsor was "Trail One," Dover was "Trail Three," Chelsea was 
"Trail Eight," Rugby was "Trail Twelve;" and so on. At Christmastime 1926, a competi-
tion was announced in the Durham Morning Herald inviting Durham residents to suggest 
fetching names for Hope Valley's "Curving Boulevards and Woodland Drives." Five dollars 
in gold was offered as a prize for each winning street name; ten dollars (also in gold) for names selected for main drives.  
 

With English cottage-style homes and a French Country Style Clubhouse building and Devon and Dover as street names to set the tone, 
the outcome of the competition was less than surprising. No doubt the winning names were selected because it was perceived they would 
help sell lots to the public, but the contest also enabled Mebane and Sharpe to identify what kind of things appealed to their market. 
  
Local shops and a civic center originally conceived as part of the project, Hope Valley Marketplace, were never built, but the prestigious 
18-hole golf course laid out by Donald Ross and a clubhouse designed by renowned New York City architect Aymar Embury II-famous 
for his clubhouses-promised to be big draws. Philadelphia’s Robert D. Cridland was the landscape architect in charge of laying out the 
grounds for the entire development. The major expansion of Trinity College into Duke University and ongoing growth at UNC provided 
Hope Valley with a ready market which the developers pursued. Nearly all of the neighborhood's first homes were purchased by Duke 
professors, often members of the medical school faculty. 
 

Forming the nucleus of the development were the ten or so George Watts Carr designed, English style homes ordered by the developers. 
Built between 1927 and 1929, they were set in large landscaped grounds on winding streets in strategic locations throughout the 
neighborhood. By 1929, Mebane & Sharpe, Inc. had brought in the Richardson Family of Greensboro and reorganized under a new 
name, becoming HopeValley, Inc.  
 

A second wave of houses was built in the early 1930s through the efforts of Hope Valley, Inc. Wilburt Davison, Duke Medical School’s 
first Dean, and Horace Snow, a local business man, both engaged Charles Barton Keen (architect of Winston Salem’s Reynolda House) to 
design homes for them in prominent locations. Of these two only the Snow house remains today at the corner of  Dover and Devon 
Roads. Other houses were designed by George Watts Carr, but not in  the Tudor or English Cottage styles. By the mid-thirties, the Eng-
lish fashion in residential architecture had begun to wane. The Great Depression diverted the country's attention to things American, and 
John D. Rockefeller, Jr.'s restoration of Colonial Williamsburg rekindled a keen interest in America's colonial past.  
 

There were significant and far-reaching differences between the English Garden Suburb and the upscale development envisioned by 
Mebane & Sharpe. Unlike its English counterpart, Hope Valley was organized around a golf course and country club built on reclaimed 
farm and dairy land (note the abundance of pines in Hope Valley’s tree canopy, well beyond city infrastructure). It was, therefore, one of 
Durham's-and America's-earliest examples of the automobile suburb.  
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W. E. Sharpe 



HOPE VALLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 2010-2011 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Dan Fulkerson 
President 
3832 Somerset Drive 
Home:  270-0521 
E-mail:  danfulkerson@hvna.org 
 
 
 
Mary Jacques 
Vice President 
Welcoming 
3408 Dover Road 
Home:  490-6395 
E-mail:  maryjacques@hvna.org 
 
 
Jan McCallum 
Secretary 
4215 Champaign Drive 
Home:  493-3061 
E-mail:  janmccallum@hvna.org  

Philip Pieper 
Treasurer 
HVNA Website 
3832 Somerset Drive 
Home:  270-0521 
E-mail:  philippieper@hvna.org 
 
 
Don Stanger 
Past President 
Newsletter 
3940 Dover Road 
Home: 489-2248   
E-mail:  donstanger@hvna.org 
 
 
Todd Cromer 
Neighborhood Watch 
3852 Somerset Drive 
Home:  408-8037 
Email:  toddcromer@hvna.org 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tad DeBerry 
Appearance 
3831 Somerset Drive 
Home: 489-5270 
E-mail:  taddeberry@hvna.org 
 
 
 
Chase Teer Loew 
At Large 
4025 Bristol Road 
Home: 489-3367 Cell: 697-1456 
E-mail: chaseteerloew@hvna.org 
 
 
 
Jim McDonald 
InterNeighborhood  Council 
3818 Somerset Road 
Home:  419-8452 
E-mail:  jimmcdonald@hvna.org 
 

Effective January 1, 2010, the HVNA began calendar year memberships Effective January 1, 2010, the HVNA began calendar year memberships Effective January 1, 2010, the HVNA began calendar year memberships Effective January 1, 2010, the HVNA began calendar year memberships ————    
you can pay your 2010 annual dues nowyou can pay your 2010 annual dues nowyou can pay your 2010 annual dues nowyou can pay your 2010 annual dues now    ———— just go to www.hvna.org just go to www.hvna.org just go to www.hvna.org just go to www.hvna.org    

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & RENEWAL 
 
 

 Application  Renewal   Additional Contribution to Beautification 
 
Name(s)         E-mail       
 
 
Address         Phone       
 
 
Comments              

Annual dues are $25 per household. Mail application and check to: HVNA, P. O. Box 51338, Durham, NC, 27709 
Please make checks payable to: Hope Valley Neighborhood Association.   Thank you! 

Debbie Rand 
At Large 
3716 St. Marks Road 
Home: 765-9488  
Cell: 824-5299 
E-mail:  debbierand@hnva.org 
 
 
Mary Tatum 
PAC-3 
3210 Banbury Way 
Home: 493-3934 
E-mail: marytatum@hvna.org 
 
 
 
Joe Walston 
HVNA Listserv 
3104 Devon Road 
Home:   
joewalston@hvna.org 
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Hope Valley Neighborhood Association 

P.O. Box 51338 

Durham, NC   27709 

Building community and providing voice for Hope Valley      Visit us online at www.hvna.org 


