
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Greetings to all.  It has been a very good year for the HVNA and we hope that the past year treated 
you well, too! 
 
A year ago, the HVNA board established priorities for our activities for the next 12 months.  As we 
did last year, we will review our progress on these priorities at the Annual Meeting on February 18.  
Here are the details of  the HVNA Plan for 2009: 

 
2009 HVNA  Plan 

Ι.    Membership 
       A.   Grow HVNA dues-paying memberships to at least 600. 
 
II. Neighborhood Watch 
       A.   Sustain a block captain network in the neighborhood that will result in enhanced               
             relationships among neighbors and improve safety and security. 
       B.   Evolve a Neighborhood Watch program that is involved and effective. 
 
III. Appearance 
       A.   In general, maintain and enhance the appearance of our  neighborhood.  
       B.   Increase the number historic street signs, including in the newer sections of Hope Valley. 
 
IV.   Communications 
        A.  In general, continue to establish a brand that enhances our image among Hope Valley       
              residents and among those in the outside community.    
        B. Publish the Down in the Valley Newsletter at least three times – Spring/Summer, Fall, and  
              Winter. 
        C. HVNA web site - update, enhance and keep it current. 
        D. HVNA listserv - maintain a responsive, timely capability that serves the purposes of the  
              association. 
        E. Implement other communications that provide useful and timely  information to our  
              neighbors. 
        F. Establish and grow relationships outside our neighborhood, e.g.,  government,              
               institutions, other neighborhood associations, etc. 

 
V.  Water Quality Management 
        A.   Develop and maintain knowledge of water quality management issues. 
        B.   Inform and educate Hope Valley residents about the importance of good stewardship of  
               our watershed 

 
As my second year as HVNA president comes to a close and I welcome the election of my successor, 
I am grateful and honored to have served the neighborhood in this capacity.  I look forward to con-
tinuing to contribute in any way I can to maintain and enhance our wonderful neighborhood. 
 
See you at the HVNA Annual Meeting! 
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The HVNA  Annual 

Meeting  

will be held on  

Thursday,  

February 18 from  

7:00 to 8:30 PM at  

Hope Valley Country 

Club 
 

_____ 

 

We will review 2009 

accomplishments  

& discuss  

priorities for 2010 

 

_____ 

 
  

  Exhibits of interest to  

Hope Valley Homeowners 

will be open at 6:00 PM.  
 

Come learn about:  
 

∗  National Register Tax  

 Credits 
 

∗  Property Protection    

 Covenants, and 
 

∗  The Grand REopening  

 of the SW Regional  

        Library 

 

MARK YOUR  

CALENDARS!    

    

Effective January 1, 2010, the HVNA will begin  
calendar year memberships  

— you can pay your 2010 annual dues now —  
just go to www.hvna.org and click on  

“pay HVNA dues online” 



A Big “Thank You!” for Hope Valley’s Wonderful 
Holiday Sign Decorations 

 

Once again Anne Montgomery Wood (Windsor Way) and her daughter Chesley Wood 

Sneed (Windsor Way)  created over 50 holiday arrangements for our Historic Hope Val-

ley Street signs.  Each arrangement was hand assembled from donated greenery  from all 

over Hope Valley. 

 

Each year the HVNA Appearance Committee solicits donations of greenery and trans-

ports it to the Wood’s home for assembly.  Many thanks to all those who donated and 

transported materials this year.  Also thanks to Philip Pieper (Somerset Drive) , HVNA 

Treasurer elect, who not only allowed the Committee to use his truck to install and take 

down the arrangements but also drove and donated gas. 

 

The Holiday decorations are an annual project of the HVNA and you can read the deco-

ration guidelines adopted by the HVNA on the neighborhood website at hvna.org. 
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(Thanks to Shirley Smith on Nottaway Road for these deer pictures.) 
 
 

Hope Valley’s Deer 
 
 

Love ‘em or hate ‘em, Hope Valley deer are present in great numbers in our neighborhood. 
 

Most of us enjoy living in a bucolic setting that includes beautiful trees, shrubs, bushes, flowing water, etc.  Of course, this 

wonderful rustic environment provides excellent habitat that encourages a growing and thriving herd of Hope Valley deer. 
 

Some residents complain about the inevitable incidents where their carefully tended flowers, plants or vegetables are devoured 

by some voracious hoofed predator. Others are willing to put up with the occasional inconvenience of disappearing vegetation 

for the ambience associated with seeing 

this most conspicuous member of Hope 

Valley’s wildlife population. 
 
 

As long as there are sufficient natural 

resources in the neighborhood to keep 

them healthy, it would seem that our 

deer are a beneficial presence amongst 

us.  If at some point in the future, they 

become more of a nuisance and/or are 

unable to sustain themselves, we may 

need to reassess the situation.  
 

What do you think? 
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Hope Valley Crime Statistics 
 

The Durham Police Department has done an 
excellent job of helping keep Hope Valley safe.  
Our local District 3 police under the leadership of 
District 3 Commander Captain Jon Peter, works 
closely with us to ensure that every effort is made 
to keep neighbors informed and knowledgeable 
about crime safety. 
 

For all of 2009, Hope Valley experienced 54 prop-
erty crime incidents versus 43 for calendar year 
2008, an increase of over 25%, mostly in burglar-
ies and larcenies.  Of the 54 property crime inci-
dents reported in Hope Valley for 2009, almost 
60% involved larceny, while burglary comprised 
nearly all of the balance of the incidents.  While 
our crime rate in Hope Valley is low when com-
pared to other places, it does appear that Hope 
Valley attracted more criminal attention in 2009 
than in previous years.  
 

Our friends at the Durham Police Department  
tells us that the most effect way to prevent 
crime is for each of us to be observant and to-
call“911” if we see any  suspicious activity.  
Also, removing the opportunity for criminals, 
e.g., our houses should be locked and alarms set 
whenever we leave our homes (even if we are 
out working in the yard) and of course, our cars 
should not be left unlocked and all valuables 
should be stored out of sight. 
 

As always, the Durham police caution our use of the 
statistics, warning that the statistics only reflect incidents 
reported, not necessarily crimes committed.  Conse-
quently, these numbers are subject to fluctuation as the 
reports are investigated. The categories used are drawn 
from the FBI Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Hand-
book.  According to the FBI’s UCR Handbook 
(2004), larceny is defined as “The unlawful taking, 
carrying, leading, or riding away of property from the 
possession or constructive possession of another.”  Bur-
glary is defined as “The unlawful entry of a structure to 
commit a felony or a theft.”  And motor vehicle theft is 
defined as “The theft or attempted theft of a motor vehi-
cle.”  For additional definitions, please refer to the 
UCR Handbook available online at:  
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/handbook/ucrhandbook04.pdf 
 

 
 

Inspiring learners to boldly and 
creatively shape their future. 
www.dukeschool.org   

919-416-9420 

MARY TATUM 
Realtor/Broker, GRI, CRS, SRES, CHMS 
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Getting Paid to Improve Your Home  
Understanding Tax Credits and Incentives 

 

 

There’s never been a better time to invest in energy efficiency for your home. In fact, with tax incentives, and generous utility rebates, 
you could get as much as 65% of a project paid for – slashing payback times by more than half. But to take advantage of the many tax 
credits and incentives available, you first have to understand them. Here’s the lowdown on what’s available. 

 

Federal Stimulus Backs Clean Energy 

The Federal Stimulus Plan increased the amounts you are eligible for: 
 

The new program runs through 2010. 

30% tax credit with no maximum for wind turbines, solar (hot water or PV) and geothermal systems. 

30% tax credit up to $1500 for qualifying Water Heaters, Furnaces, Boilers, Heat pumps, Air conditioners, Building Insulation, 
Windows, Doors, Roofs, Circulating Fans used in a qualifying furnace. 

 

There are a few caveats (of course!) - The $1500 limit above is the aggregate total. You do not get separate $1500 tax credits for HVAC 
and insulation, for instance. All the equipment you install must meet the efficiency requirements and the supplier or installer should sup-
ply you with the Manufacturer’s Certification Statement. (You don’t need to file these with your taxes, but should be kept with your tax 
records). 

 

State Incentives Kick In 

North Carolina has also pitched in to help homeowners save on their energy bills. This program runs through 2016 and includes Passive 
Solar Space Heat, Solar Water Heat, Solar Space Heat, Solar Thermal Electric, Solar Thermal Process Heat, Solar Electric, Wind, Bio-
mass, Hydroelectric and Solar Pool Heating. 

 

Utilities Help Homeowners Cut Energy Use 
In addition to tax credits, most major utility providers, including Progress Energy and Duke Energy, and even some of the local electric 
cooperatives, are offering their own rebates tied to specific home improvements including HVAC upgrades, insulation and geothermal 
systems.   

In summary, there’s no reason to suffer through a hot summer or a cold winter. And with the much awaited "Cash for Caulkers" incen-
tive program due to be launched soon, experts believe that Government support for energy efficiency is here to stay. With all of the avail-
able incentives, many improvements can pay for themselves within a few years through lower bills, and the savings will keep adding up 
for years to come. Most energy efficiency improvements will also have the added bonus of creating a more comfortable home, and can 
even add to the value of your house too.  

 

Contractors Should Act as Guides 
Whoever you work with, it is worth ensuring that they are familiar with the programs that are out there—they do this stuff every day, so 
they should help you navigate the red tape. At Sustainable Building solutions we often find that clients aren’t even aware that incentives 
are available to them. We not only guide folks toward resources that can help them pay for their projects—we often help fill out the 
forms too. (Everyone likes a rebate, but nobody likes a form!)  

For more information about these programs and many others, please check out the guide to tax incentives on our website (http://
www.buildinggreennc.com/tax_credits_and_incentives_1.php), or call us to discuss what programs and incentives are relevant to your 
home. 

Bobby Ferrel, a resident of Hope Valley, is co-founder of Sustainable Building Solutions – a Durham based company offering home owners and builders a one-
stop shop for energy efficiency and green building. Services include energy audits, weatherization, insulation, HVAC installation and maintenance, rainwater 
harvesting and geothermal heating and cooling.  

    

Effective January 1, 2010, the HVNA will begin calendar year memberships Effective January 1, 2010, the HVNA will begin calendar year memberships Effective January 1, 2010, the HVNA will begin calendar year memberships Effective January 1, 2010, the HVNA will begin calendar year memberships     

----    you can pay your 2010 annual dues nowyou can pay your 2010 annual dues nowyou can pay your 2010 annual dues nowyou can pay your 2010 annual dues now    ————        

just go to www.hvna.org and click on “pay HVNA dues online”just go to www.hvna.org and click on “pay HVNA dues online”just go to www.hvna.org and click on “pay HVNA dues online”just go to www.hvna.org and click on “pay HVNA dues online”    



Down in the Valley Winter 2010 Page      5 

Historic Hope Valley Street Sign Project: 
We’re Halfway There! 

 
With the installation of the last round of historic street sign reproductions, and 
replacements, 50% of all Hope Valley intersections are now marked.   The 
HVNA is pleased that a number of the latest round of installations were in 
western Hope Valley on streets like Carlise, West-
chester and Chippen- ham.  Including these newer 
streets along with ones from the older areas has been 
a goal of the HVNA as it works toward the majority 
of HV intersections being marked. 
 
The signs generally are a product of neighbors coming 
together near an inter- section and raising the 
needed funds for a sign.  The HVNA underwrites a 
portion of the cost and the design, painting and post 
setting.  A huge debt of gratitude goes to Chris and 
Elizabeth Wood and Lucy Stokes for their generous work in setting most of 
the posts you now see around the neighborhood.  Without the extra help we 
receive from neighbors and business owners we would be unable to accomplish 
all that we do.    
 

If you would like an historic street sign near your home, please contact Tad 
DeBerry at 489-6505, or at adawccpi@aol.com. 

When will the library reopen? Southwest Regional Library Grand Opening will be on May 24, 2010.  

What will the new library look like? Southwest Branch is expanding to become a 25,000 square foot regional facility on par with the re-

cently completed North and East Regional Libraries.  

What new services will it have? The new Southwest will have space for a larger collection, including music CDs, DVDs for adults and 

children, and a larger selection of children’s AV materials. There will be wireless Internet access and 30 computers for public use. The new 

meeting room will seat 100 and will have a divider to accommodate two groups. 

What about teens? Teens will have a space of their own, and there will be two study rooms for groups of up to eight. 

Will there be enough parking when Southwest reopens? Parking spaces will increase more than 50%, from 58 spaces to 88. 

Need more information? Please call Skip Auld (560-0160) or Gina Rozier (560-0151) with questions or to schedule a visit for your group. 

 

 

Durham Southwest Regional Library to Open This Spring 



 

HVNA Neighborhood Safety Meeting  
- November 19, 2009 - 

On Thursday, November 19, the HVNA sponsored a Neighborhood Safety meeting for 
Hope Valley Neighborhood Watch Block Captains and other interested neighbors.   The 
meeting was very well attended. 
 

HVNA President Don Stanger presented the latest Hope Valley crime statistics and tips 
for helping to keep our neighborhood safe.  Director Jim Soukup, who manages the 911 Center in Durham, presented his organization 
and addressed questions about 911 calls.  Durham Chief of Police Jose Lopez, Assistant Chief Lee Russ, and District 3 Commander 
Captain Jon Peter addressed questions about crime from Hope Valley residents in the audience. 
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Effective January 1, 2010, the HVNA will begin 
calendar year memberships — you can pay your 2010 

annual dues now — go to www.hvna.org 

Durham Police Chief Jose Lopez answers a 
resident’s question about crime and safety 
tips during the Neighborhood Safety Meet-
ing on November 19.  (Assistant Chief Lee 
Russ can be seen in the background,) 

Jame Soukup, Director of the Durham 
Emergency Communications Center pre-
sents information about his operation and 
tips on making effective 911 calls to Hope 
Valley attendees. 



Hope Valley History 
- My Hope Valley Memories - 

 
 

By  Dee Robb Mason 
 

My family moved to Hope Valley in 1953, just before I entered the 5th grade at Hope Valley Elementary School.  We moved into the von 

Beckerath house at 3902 Eton Road, a charming white brick cottage with a beautiful English cutting garden which completely defeated my 

mother.  There were not a lot of houses in Hope Valley at the time; Hope Valley proper encompassed homes on one or two streets sur-

rounding the 18-hole golf course, was circumscribed by Hope Valley Road, the Hope Valley gates, and a little bulge of development that had 

spread down Rugby Road.  The last outpost was a house on a sharp curve on Rugby that was occupied by the county coroner (whose name I 

can’t remember).  I remember tromping through the woods with my sister Liza on a journey that quickly changed from civilization to un-

populated forest and creek beds, and eventually ended up on a road that we later found out was Garrett Road (which was nothing but farm-

land at that time).  It was like falling off the end of the earth, and we despaired of ever finding our way home again. 
 

Our house on Eton Road was around the corner, down Bristol Road to Dover Road and the boundary of Hope Valley Country Club prop-

erty (the #10 tee, I think).  Although we were too far for the No. 32 school bus to come pick us up to take us to school (we had to walk 

down to Dover Road to catch the bus and to get our mail), we could easily walk to the Club for golf lessons and swimming.  We could also 

hear the sounds of the (to us) wild parties that the grown-ups held at the club (it seemed as though there was one every weekend back then)

….and the occasional colorful invective at a missed tee shot from the golf course, bellowed by a well-known golfer who hurled curses as 

often as he did his driver.  Professor and Mrs. Gross lived across from the Club, as did the Nortons, in beautiful stately houses on large, ex-

quisitely maintained lawns.  The lot on which Dr. and Mrs. Ike Harris built their house (which eventually became the Kenan home) was wild 

and tangled woods which we steered clear of because it was filled with thorny bushes and poison ivy. 

  

Hope Valley was a true neighborhood, a magical place to grow up in, with no place too far to get to 

on foot or one’s bike.  We rode our bikes every- where, and had friends on every street.  Around the 

corner on Plymouth Road Dr. Louis Roberts (who was my friend Trisha’s dad) had a back yard 

with a prodigious strawberry patch, which we harvested and ate on many a summer afternoon.  

The Martins lived next door to us, and one sum- mer evening young Ray was bitten on the leg by a 

copperhead while we were all playing in the drive- way.  (He survived because his dad cut an X with a 

razor blade and sucked out the venom, something that until then I thought only happened in books.)  

There were copperheads everywhere in those early years, I guess because we had encroached on 

their territory.  One even came out of our wash- ing machine into the kitchen, having crawled up 

through the drain hose.  Mama did what every housewife in Hope Valley did when they had a big 

problem—called the Pro Shop at the Club and got a couple of the caddies to come take care of it. 

  

I remember the winter of the Big Snow.  The street that runs beside the Club on the Pro Shop side (Cornwall Road) was called Baker’s Hill, 

because Doc Baker’s house was located there.  When we had a really big snow, that street would be closed off, and it was the best sledding 

that ever was…..scary, but incredible.  Nothing in this world has ever looked as steep or as long to me as Baker’s Hill.  Kids from all over 

Hope Valley would gather at the top and fly to the bottom on their Flexible Fliers.  Some of the older boys built a ramp at the bottom and 

iced it over, and that was where one of the boys (I think it was Dan Hill) broke his arm. 
  

I remember when the Harris house was built; it was probably the largest and most grand we had at that time in Hope Valley, having an extra 

wing for Papa Teer (Mrs. Harris’s father).  My sister and I once climbed down into the excavation on a ladder left by the workmen.  We were 

trapped in the hole when a mischievous neighborhood boy pulled the ladder up and left us.  (He came back later and put it back in, but it 

was too late for forgiveness.)  Papa Teer’s wing even had a drinking fountain in it—just like you would see in a store.  Having him as a 

neighbor had the added benefit of getting Bristol and Eton Roads paved (Papa Teer was in the paving business) but only to the point where 

our driveway accessed it…the poor Martins next door had to drive on gravel.  I never could figure out how Dad managed that one. 
  

When the Harrises sold the house to the Kenans, my mother joked that she should include our house in the deal as the guest house.   
 

Hope Valley proper was really such a small area…we knew all the houses and who lived in them, and they knew us.  (You couldn’t get away 

with much.)  Back in those days, telephones were on “party lines,” with maybe three or more families on a line, so sometimes we knew more 

about our neighbors than they might have wished.  It was a wonderful and enchanted place to grow up. I can ride around today and still 

name the old names: the Pattersons, the Fergusons, the Baldwins, the Barringers, the McLains.  It is heartening to me that so many of the 

houses that I remember as a child are still there….that people are taking care of them and keeping them alive.  It’s the best kind of renewal. 
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3902 Eton Road 



HOPE VALLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 2009-2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Don Stanger 
President 
Newsletter 
3940 Dover Road 
Home: 489-2248   
E-mail:  donstanger@hvna.org 
 
Mary Jacques 
Vice President 
Welcoming 
3408 Dover Road 
Home:  490-6395 
E-mail:  maryjacques@hvna.org 
 
 
Jan McCallum 
Secretary 
4215 Champaign Drive 
Home:  493-3061 
E-mail:  janmccallum@hvna.org  
 
 

Jack Hughes  
Treasurer 
3818 Regent Road 
Home: 489-9504 
Email:  jackhughes@hvna.org 
 
 
Debbie Rand 
Past President 
HVNA listserv 
3716 St. Marks Road 
Home: 765-9488  
Cell: 824-5299 
E-mail:  debbierand@hnva.org 
 
Cathy Abernathy 
Neighborhood Watch 
3903 Darby Road 
Home:  489-0394 
E-mail:  cathyabernathy@hvna.org 
 
 

Todd Cromer 
Neighborhood Watch 
3852 Somerset Drive 
Home:  408-8037 
Email:  toddcromer@hvna.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tad DeBerry 
Appearance 
3831 Somerset Drive 
Home: 489-5270 
E-mail:  taddeberry@hvna.org 
 
 

Amanda Elam 
Crime Statistics 
3860 Somerset Drive 
Home: 489-3610 
E-mail:  amandaelam@hvna.org 
 
 
Dan Fulkerson 
At Large 
3832 Somerset Drive 
Home:  270-0521 
E-mail:  danfulkerson@hvna.org 
 
 
 

Chase Teer Loew 
At Large 
4025 Bristol Road 
Home: 489-3367 Cell: 697-1456 
E-mail: chaseteerloew@hvna.org 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & RENEWAL 
 
 

 Application  Renewal   Additional Contribution to Beautification 
 
Name(s)         E-mail       
 
 
Address         Phone       
 
 
Comments              

Annual dues are $25 per household. Mail application and check to: Philip Pieper, 3832 Somerset Drive, Durham, NC, 27707 
Please make checks payable to: Hope Valley Neighborhood Association. Thank you! 

Jim McDonald 
At Large 
3818 Somerset Drive 
Home:  419-8452 
E-mail:  jimmcdonald@hvna.org 
 
 
Philip Pieper 
HVNA Web Site 
3832 Somerset Drive 
Home:  270-0521 
E-mail:  philippieper@hvna.org 
 

 
 
Mary Tatum 
Neighborhood Watch 
PAC-3 
3210 Banbury Way 
Home: 493-3934 
E-mail: marytatum@hvan.org 
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Building community and providing voice for Hope Valley             Visit us online at www.hvna.org 


