
 
 
 

 
 

 
Hello friends and neighbors, 
 
What a beautiful spring we’ve had in Hope Valley. The trees and landscapes look amazing with the rains and low temps!    
 
I wanted to give an update of Board activities. 
  

• Our newsletter is still being published 3 times a year with exciting articles, crime stats and new ads. Make sure to check out the photos 
from the Chelsea Circle Block Party on Page 5.  Those neighbors had a great turn out and did an amazing job with the party. We encour-
age everyone to consider applying for a Block Party grant! 

• Our appearance committee is working hard on finishing some common area plantings and getting the first order of address markers out 
soon. The Rugby Road entrance is gorgeous if you enter Hope Valley at that entrance.  

• Our HVNA membership continues to climb which makes it possible for us to continue these listed items and offer new ones. 
• We plan to roll out our newly upgraded listserv and community bulletin board in the fall. It is in the final stages! 

• The Neighborhood Watch program is moving forward to help with continued good luck with low crime. Extra eyes are always a big help!  
• The private police patrols have continued and prove to be a good choice for the HVNA. Police presence is always a helpful crime     

deterrent. 

• Have a wonderful summer and please remember to lock up tight if you are traveling.  I encourage you to ask your neighbor or block 
captain to watch your house, too. 

 
All the Best, 

 
 
 

Down in the Valley 
Spring-Summer 2013 

Volume 22, Issue 2 

  President’s Letter  
By: Chase Teer Loew  919-489-3367 / chaseteerloew@hvna.org 

Walking Dogs and Baby Strollers on the Golf  Course 

As the summer approaches we are all finding ways to enjoy the outdoors. Please be mindful that dogs need to be on a leash when out of your yard and 

ways under your control. 

  

The HVNA is working closely with Hope Valley Country Club management to remind everyone that the golf course is for golfers only, not for walking 

dogs or strolling babies. 

 

We are extremely concerned for your safety! 

Chase 

 

Help the HVNA continue its work to reduce crime and keep our neighborhood beautiful.  
To pay your 2013 HVNA dues now go to:   www.hvna.org and click on Membership  

Or send your dues to:  HVNA, PO Box 51338, Durham, 27717 (yes 17).   
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Address Markers Modeled  
After Historic Street Signs 

 
The Hope Valley Neighborhood Association has commissioned Vega Metal Works to create address 

markers for Hope Valley Residents modeled after our historic street signs.  These durable wrought 

iron signs should last for decades and provide a strong and visible identification for your home both 

day and night. 

 

Special reflective lettering looks white during day light hours and becomes iridescent at night.  These 

signs should help EMS, delivery and guests looking for your home on Hope Valley’s often confusing 

streets. 

 

Signs are double sided and can be placed in many different locations in your yard, near mailboxes, in 

flower beds, near retaining walls, paths or steps, or at your driveway.  The size makes them highly 

visible from a distance so they need not be directly on the street. 

 

There are two ordering options, $200 for sign and bracket alone, or $230 which includes natural 

cedar post and mounting hardware.  The HVNA can refer you to qualified installers if you wish. 

 

Please send your check to HVNA Address Marker, PO Box 51338, Durham, 27717 
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Property Crime Statistics 
- 2009 through May 2013 YTD - 
By Don Stanger 919-489-2248 / donstanger@hvna.org 

 

As mentioned in the Winter 2013 HVNA newsletter, we now have access to two online sources of crime statistics, Raids Online (www.raidsonline.com 
and Durham Crime Mapper (http://gisweb.durhamnc.gov/gis_apps/crimedata/dsp_entryform.cfm).  Raids Online sends a daily email reporting any 
property crime that has been reported for a specific geographical area, including the time of day, but not the exact address of the incident.  Durham 
Crime Mapper is another web site that provides the exact address of property crimes.  Between the two sources, we have a timely, up-to-date view of 
crime in Hope Valley without having to rely on the Durham Police Department to run customized reports for us. 
 

The two charts above compare property crimes (burglary, larceny, and motor vehicle theft — see definitions, below) between Durham’s District 3 
(essentially southwest Durham) and our Hope Valley neighborhood.  The fist plot line in each chart shows annual crime incidents through 2012.   The 
second pot line on each chart depicts May YTD property crime in each location.   
 
Property crimes in Durham’s District 3 have decreased 17.6 % over since January of 2009.   Property crimes in Hope Valley during the same period have 
decreased by more than double the rate of District 3 at 35.6%. 
 
During the first five months of 2013 property crimes have 
actually increased by 11.6% in District 3, while property 
crimes have decreased in Hope Valley by 16.7%. 
 
We are pleased that crime rates have been reduced in Hope 
Valley.  However, we continue to work to reduce crime 
even more.  Continuing HVNA actions in Hope Valley: 
 

• Additional police patrols, purchased by the HVNA 

• Communications with neighbors regarding neighbor-
hood safety matters and strategies through HVNA 
listserv announcements, neighborhood meetings, news-
letter articles, etc. 

• Strengthening of our block captain network, encourag-
ing neighbors to help keep each other safe through 
observation, and communications. 

• Close and effective communications with our local 
District 3 police team members, ensuring that our 
neighborhood receives the proper level of service and 
response. 

 
Larceny is defined as the unauthorized taking and removal of the personal 
property of another by an individual who intends to permanently deprive the 
owner of it; a crime against the right of possession.  Burglary is defined as 
the criminal offense of breaking and entering  into any dwelling or building 
illegally with the intent to commit a felony or crime.  

 
 

 

Hope Valley Property Crimes 
- 2009 through May 2013 YTD - 

DPD District 3 Property Crimes 
- 2009 through May 2013 YTD - 

+11.3% 

- 17.6% -35.6% 

-16.7% 
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Summertime Energy Improvement Tips 

 
With hot and humid summer days settling in, staying cool is important. With energy costs rising, exorbitant energy bills are far too frequent at this time 

of year. Equipped with the right information, there are numerous low and no-cost options to improve your home’s energy performance and save you 

money.  

 

Cut Back on Unnecessary Energy Use 

Before investing in expensive improvements, the first thing to address is the way you use your home. For most of us, simply changing habits will lower 

our energy bills.  
 

The kitchen is one area where you can easily reduce energy. In the summer, use your microwave instead of the stove as often as possible. The microwave 

uses two-thirds less energy than the stove, and has the added benefit of not heating your kitchen. Running your dishwasher uses less water than washing 

dishes by hand, but it should only be run when full and set to air-dry. And stock up on food! Your refrigerator will use less energy if it is full; the volume 

of cool food keeps the refrigerator from warming up too fast when the door is opened.  

  

In the rest of the house, ceiling fans are an easy way to keep energy costs down while keeping cool. By using ceiling fans, you can turn your thermostat 

up 4 degrees higher without affecting your comfort.   
 

Most of us have a programmable thermostat, but many of us don’t actually program them. Program your thermostat to a higher temperature when you 

are away from home, especially during the day when you are at work. If you do not have a programmable thermostat, consider investing in one. It is a 

low-cost measure that will yield results. When you return from vacation or from out of town, avoid setting your thermostat at a cooler temperature than 

normal. It will not cool your home any faster but will raise your energy bill.  

 

Low-Cost Energy Saving Measures 

Once you have addressed your energy habits, low-cost energy saving measures are worth pursing.  
 

Replace air conditioner filters monthly, which will allow your HVAC system to run more efficiently. Dirty filters restrict airflow and can cause your 

HVAC system to run longer, thus using more energy and money.  
 

Improperly sealed or poorly maintained ductwork is one of the most common sources of poor energy performance, and it’s one of the cheapest to fix. 

Leaking ductwork can account for 25% of cooling costs in an average home. Have your ducts tested and have any leaks or restrictions repaired.  
 

Make sure your attic is well insulated and sealed. Until recently, building codes only specified R30 insulation, but the Energy Star program recommends 

R38 to R60 rated insulation levels. Before adding insulation, make sure you seal all the unwanted connection points between the attic and your home. By 

investing in the right places, you could see a return on your investment in just a few 

years.  

 

The Home as a Complete System 

It could be that your home does need a new HVAC, but before embarking on any 

big projects, consider this. Homes, like cars, are a complex system of related compo-

nents – replacing one component or feature may not yield the results you’re looking 

for if other elements are under performing. You can put the most efficient HVAC 

system in the world on a home, but if that home is poorly insulated or leaky, you’ll 

just be cooling the yard.  
 

A home assessment by a qualified contractor is a great way to map out a cost-

effective set of priorities – assessing your home’s specific performance, from heating 

and cooling systems to insulation to the tightness of the building envelope. The 

result is a unique report on what measures will most effectively cut your bills – al-

lowing you to prioritize your investment accordingly.   
 

My partner and I are regularly contacted by clients who want a new HVAC system 

or want their crawl space insulated. But when we conduct an assessment, we’ll find 

that a simple overhaul of their ductwork or air sealing will bring them the improve-

ments they need at a fraction of the cost. Before you spend big money on energy 

efficiency, make sure you have a plan to spend that money itself efficiently. Savings 

could come cheaper than you’d think.  

 
 

Bobby Ferrel, a resident of Hope Valley, is co-founder of Green Horizon – a Durham based 
construction services company offering home owners and builders a one-stop shop for heating and air, 
insulation, crawl space and energy-efficiency services. 
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Set Your Alarm! 
 

Even though most of our Hope Valley homes are equipped with burglar alarms, many of 

us either forget to set our alarms when leave home or intentionally don’t set them, thinking 

that nothing bad can happen while we are away. 
 

In the past few months, there have been three instances where burglar alarms might have 

made a difference in whether a burglary would have occurred.  In one case, the resident 

left home without setting the house alarm, because she knew she would only be gone a 

short time.  During those few minutes, her home was broken into and many valuables 

were taken.   Fortunately, the burglars tried to pawn several items taken during the burglary 

and the Durham Police were able to arrest and charge them with this burglary and another 

one elsewhere in Durham. 
 

In two other incidents in our neighborhood, 

home alarms were triggered when burglars at-

tempted to break into homes while the residents 

were away.  In both cases, the house alarms were 

triggered, audibly alerting the transgressors and 

neighbors that the homes were being broken into.  

Hearing the alarm, the perpetrators fled before 

they could gain entrance to the homes and take 

anything of value. 
 

If you don't have an alarm, please consider install-
ing one.  If you have an alarm, ensure that it is 
armed whenever you leave your house, even if it is 
for a few minutes, or if you are working outside in 
the yard.  These three recent incidents are proof 
positive that burglar alarms can foil the bad guys! 

Chelsea Circle Block Party! 

 
 

 

You can pay your 2013 HVNA dues  

now.  Just go to:    www.hvna.org 
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State Tax Credits for your new Roof ?   
Yes!  Tax credit zones in Hope Valley 

 
The State of North Carolina provides tax credits to homeowners maintaining their homes 

in older established neighborhoods.  This program could provide significant tax benefits 

for many Hope Valley homeowners in the oldest parts of Hope Valley.   The HVNA is 

working to include newer areas including Westover, Somerset, Churchill and Darby right 

now. 
 

Exploring credits before you begin work is ideal, but careful record keeping and photo-

graphs allow for retroactive approvals as well.  To begin the process contact David    

Christenbury in Raleigh at david.christenbury@ncdcr.gov  or 919-807-6574. 
 

Some covered items include new roofs, painting, driveways,  as well as other renovations, 

and repairs.  A number of Hope Valley, Forest Hills and Watts – Hillandale homeowners 

have already received their credits which can be used over a number of years to offset 

income or subsidize the cost of the work. 
 

The HVNA Board urges you to explore this significant program which is designed to 

support our older housing stock and maintain our unique character. 
 

Hope Valley Block Party Grants 
 

As part of its mission to build community, the HVNA make grants to groups for block 

parties.  Groups interested in a $300 grant for a block party should submit a request    

approximately six weeks prior to the anticipated event with a brief description of the party, 

the area in which it will take place, and who will be organizing the event. 
 

RULES: 
 

• All residents from Block Party area must be invited 

• HVNA Funds may not be used to purchase alcohol, although alcohol is permitted, if 

desired 

• Grants can only be made once a year per area. 

• Invitations must include mention of the HVNA and an appeal for annual dues, i.e., 

“This event is partially underwritten by the HVNA, which encourages you to pay your    

annual dues of $30.” 

• Street closing arrangements, if needed, 

should be arranged through the Durham Police 

Department and communicated via the HVNA 

list server. 

The HVNA will provide: 

• Grant monies by check 

• Names and addresses in targeted area 

Party Kit, including HVNA, cups, totes, can 

insulators, etc.   

Other logistical help as needed. 

HVCC Completes Renovation 
The Club at the center of our neighborhood just completed 
a multimillion dollar renovation of its pools and outdoor 
dining terrace. 
 

The HVNA recognizes the Club’s significant impact on the 
neighborhood, property values and appearance and salutes 
this important milestone for the organization. 



HOPE VALLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 2013-2014 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Ginger Rouse 
Treasurer 
3608 St. Marks Road 
Home:  919-489-4257 
E-mail:  grouse@hvna.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lee Anne Contarino 
Welcoming 
Luminaries 
4017 Bristol Road 
Home:  919-237-2150 
E-mail:  leeannecontarino@hvna.org 

Linsey Hughes 
At-Large 
3938 Dover Road 
Home:  919-237-2233 
E-mail:  linseyhughes@hnva.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tommy Kinney 
At-Large 
3007 Surrey Road 
Home:  919-490-8695 
Email:  tommykinney@hvna.org 
 

 

You can pay your 2013 HVNA Annual Dues now — just go to www.hvna.org 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & RENEWAL 
 
 

 Application  Renewal   Additional Contribution to Beautification 

 

Name(s)         E-mail       

 
 

Address         Phone       

 

 
Comments              

Annual dues are $30 per household. Go online or mail application and check to: HVNA, P. O. Box 51338, Durham, NC, 27717 
Please make checks payable to: Hope Valley Neighborhood Association.   Thank you! 

Don Stanger 
Crime Reporting 
Newsletter 
Listserv Monitoring 
3940 Dover Road 
Home: 919-489-2248   
E-mail:  donstanger@hvna.org 

 
Mary Tatum 
PAC-3 
3210 Banbury Way 
Home: 919-493-3934 
E-mail: marytatum@hvna.org 
 
 

 
Joe Walston 
HVNA Web Site 
Listserv Operations 
3104 Devon Road 
Home:  919-200-0623 
joewalston@hvna.org 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Raleigh, NC 

Permit No. 2100 

Hope Valley Neighborhood Association 

P.O. Box 51338 

Durham, NC   27717 

 

Chase Teer Loew 
 President 
4025 Bristol Road 
Home: 919-489-3367   
Cell: 919-697-1456 
E-mail: chaseteerloew@hvna.org 
 
 
Tad DeBerry 
Vice President 
Appearance 
3831 Somerset Drive 
Home: 919-489-5270 
E-mail:  taddeberry@hvna.org 
 

 
Clay Chandler 
Secretary 
3205 Banbury Way 
Home:  919-493-8535 
E-mail:  claychandler@hvna.org 

Jill Louv 
At-Large 
3936 Dover Road 
Home:  919-294-9300 
Email:  jilllouv@hvna.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Al Martindale 
Neighborhood Watch 
3804 Somerset Drive 
Home:   919-294-4494 
Email:  martindaleal67@gmail.com 
 



 

 

Expansion of  Hope Valley’s National Register Footprint 
By Tad DeBerry 

  

Hope Valley residents who live on portions of Westover, Darby, Churchill and Somerset will be interested to know that this area officially called the 

Watts Norton Section of Hope Valley (Because it was developed by Hope Valley Resident Watts Norton and his wife Anne) has been nominated to be 

placed on the National Register Study List.  

 

The National Register Advisory Committee will consider this nomination at its June meeting. 

 

This area is significant for its superior collection of 1950’s ranch and colonial revival homes still in their original forms.  The National Park Service, the 

keeper of the National Register List, is taking a new look at mid century neighborhoods and collections similar to  the  Watts Norton Section. 

 

National Register recognition does not place any restrictions on property use, including the right to raze listed structures, but does provide significant 

state tax credits for qualified renovation and maintenance.  The HVNA Board is committed to seeing that these credits are offered to as many Hope 

Valley homeowners as possible through this designation. 
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Have you paid your dues? 
 

 

 
Please help the HVNA 
continue to make Hope 
Valley the best place to 
live in Durham!  Paying 
your annual family dues 
of $30 will allow the 
HVNA to continue send-
ing this newsletter, main-
tain the neighborhood list 
service and website,   
continue supplementary 
police patrols, sustain 
common areas in coordi-
nation with local garden 
clubs, keep our historic 
entry gates and street 
signs maintained, as well 
as provide a voice for 
Hope Valley with City 
government.   
 

 
Please send dues to 
HVNA, PO Box 51338, 
Durham, 27717 (yes 17).   
 

Please join the monitored 
neighborhood list service 
for neighborhood up-
dates, crime alerts, lost 
pets, and other items of 
interest.  (Email Don 
Stanger at donstan-
ger@hvna.org to sign up).   
 

 
Be on the lookout for a 
new service, the Hope 
Valley Neighborhood 
Bulletin Board, an un-
monitored list service to 
alert your neighbors to 
garage sales, houses for 
sale or rent, community 
projects, charity events, 
etc. 


