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Hello Friends and Neighbors, 
 
As summer quickly approaches the HVNA Board would like to pass on a few things.  
 
Our membership numbers are going up up up!!!  That’s fantastic news considering we’ll have some bigger bills to pay with the extra police patrols this 
summer. We are hoping that will make a difference in our crime incidents..   
 
Please continue to call 911 with any suspicious activity. 
 
Take advantage of our new Neighborhood Bulletin Board that can be accessed through the HVNA.org website (see details, below.) 
 
Lastly, don’t forget our HVNA email list service.  For lost/found pets,  if you can include a photo of the pet and the phone number it is appreciated.  
Just email your post to hvna-list@hvna.org. 
 
Remember you can get in touch with your Board members anytime… Email addresses are on the HVNA.org website on Page 7 of this newsletter.  
 
Have a wonderful and safe summer! 
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Announcing a New Service for Hope Valley Residents! 
 

The HVNA Bulletin Board 
A Members Only Forum 

 

This new email list service is a great way to: 

 

Recommend a service vendor like a plumber, painter or mason 

Ask your neighbors for a vendor recommendation 

Publicize your charity activities (Durham or Hope Valley Only Please!) 

Advertise babysitting, house sitting or pet sitting services 

Advertise a yard sale, house for sale, or rent 

 

This service is only available to HVNA members who live in Hope Valley and are current on their dues. 

No spam, no phishing, just Hope Valley neighbor-to-neighbor communication. 

 

To join, or to determine whether you have paid your $30 annual dues, contact Don Stanger, donstanger@aol.com 

 

(This does not replace the current monitored HVNA List Serv for crime, emergency and HVNA-related informational posts.) 



 

Neighborhood Residents Step Up! 
 

As Spring approached this year the toll the long winter took on our common areas was very apparent.  Southern Hope Valley residents Lee and Ruth 
Shaffer were particularly aware of the Rugby Road entry to the neighborhood.  After a discussion and coordination with the HVNA Appearance     
Committee the Shaffers agreed to fund and supervise the spring clean up at this important 
entry way to Hope Valley and St. Stephens Church.  In the past Ruth has led HVNA mem-
bership drives, raised funds for our historic street signs, and urged her garden club to work 
on the Rugby   entry.  Thank you Lee and Ruth Shaffer for your extraordinary commitment to 
our neighborhood! 
 
Just as Lee and Ruth took on a project close to their Hope Valley Home, John Piva has been 
quietly helping the HVNA near his Norwich home for many, many years.  The Piva's have 
been helping mow and maintain the small  traffic triangle in front of their home.  This 
small, but impactful, help has not only kept this little historic park beautiful, but also has allowed the  Association to allocate funds more broadly to 
benefit the neighborhood. 
 
The HVNA Board would like to extend a special word of appreciation to the Shaffers and the Pivas for their extraordinary ongoing gifts to the 
neighborhood! 

Pilling  
3822-3939 Regent A   
3920- Regent C   
Roswell  
3600-3752 St Marks A   
3753-3801 St Marks B   
3916-3930 St Marks C   
3934-3949 St Marks D   
4001-4013 St Marks E   
4014-4051 St Marks F   
Startford/Avon 
Somerset  
Trafalger  
Wentworth  
3900's Westchester A  

 

We Need Neighborhood Block Captains! 
 

A key element of our on-going fight against crime in Hope Valley is a robust neighborhood block captain network.  To date, we only have about half of 
our blocks covered by neighborhood block captains.   
 
Being a block captain is easy.  Basically, it involves knowing your neighbors and encouraging everyone on your block to be vigilant in recognizing and 
reporting anything or anyone that looks out of the ordinary.  If you care about crime in our neighborhood in general and your block in particular, please 
consider volunteering.    Below is the list of blocks where we need block captains.  Please contact  HVNA Board Member Al Martindale to volunteer 
today!   You can contact Al at:  martindaleal67@gmail.com or 919-618-3224. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3730-376 Bentley B  
Cambridge  
Carlisle  
Champaign  
Chancery  
Churchill Circle  
Colville  
Cornwall  
Darby  
2802-2826 Devon A   
3000-3102 Devon B   
Hathaway  
Hope Valley A  
Hope Valley B  
Littlewood  
3700-3802 Northhampton   
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Crawl Spaces 
By Bobby Ferrel 

 
With the arrival of summer and the warm humid weather that comes with it, we often get questions about crawl spaces. In the southeastern United 

States, homes are very commonly built on masonry foundations, with the wood framing beginning at the floor level and continuing upwards from there. 

The lowest threshold between the interior, conditioned part of the house and the exterior environment is thus located in the floor framing, so the crawl 

space is part of what we consider the “outside.” However, the character and behavior of a crawl space is markedly different from that of the air on the 

other side of our homes’ walls and ceilings. 

 

Everyone who has ever gone into their crawl space knows that it is not the most pleasant part of the house.  It is cramped, dirty and welcoming to un-

wanted creatures, but most importantly, it is damp. Crawl spaces are designed with vents located at intervals around the foundation walls, which are 

designed in theory to allow air to circulate through the space in order to remove moisture. Unfortunately, the physics at work in a crawl space simply do 

not behave that way. 

 

In the summer, crawl spaces are notably cooler than the outside air due to proximity to the 

ground and the shelter they get from the air conditioned house above. Cooler air is not as able to 

absorb and hold water in the form of vapor as warm air is. Think about the dew that forms on 

the ground, cars, etc. at night as the air temperature cools and the air can no longer hold all the 

moisture that it could during the hot day. So the moisture condenses on every surface that it can. 

This is exactly what happens in your cooler crawl space as the outside air moves through it: water 

vapor condenses on plumbing pipes, duct work, framing and insulation, often to the point of 

dripping onto the ground below. Add to that the moisture that comes up through the soil, and 

you have an extremely wet environment that is in close proximity to the indoors above, and usu-

ally filtrating into your house via penetrations in the floor.  

 

All in all, these “vented” crawl spaces are a big problem in our climate. The high concentration of 

moisture can lead directly to many unpleasant issues including mold and mildew, musty odors 

and high humidity indoors, high air conditioning bills, insect habitats, and damage to drywall, 

hardwood floors and even structural framing. 

 

Sealed crawl spaces are the answer. In a sealed and insulated crawl space, a high quality, rugged 

vapor barrier is first placed on the ground to isolate the crawl space from ground moisture. The 

old foundation vents are sealed, and the foundation walls are insulated with spray foam or rigid 

foam board, which brings the crawl space inside the thermal envelope of the home instead of 

relying on subfloor fiberglass insulation. Any crawl space access doors are insulated and weather 

stripped, and drainage to the outdoors is provided through the vapor barrier at any low points. 

Finally, dehumidification is ensured by the installation of a dehumidifier, or by inducing some 

conditioned air into the crawl space directly from the HVAC system. The crawl space essentially 

becomes a semi-conditioned part of the home’s thermal and air barrier. 

 

The results of sealing your crawl space are significant. In addition to improved indoor air quality, 

the whole home performs much better from an energy consumption standpoint and energy bills 

are reduced. An environment previously favorable to mold, bacteria and insects is 

rectified. Potential moisture damage to the home’s structure is markedly reduced. 

Due to all these benefits, in new construction sealed crawl spaces are becoming 

increasingly the norm as homeowners are demanding greener, more energy effi-

cient homes. And sealed crawl retrofits are a great option for owners of existing 

homes who are looking to turn one of the most unpleasant parts of their homes 

into healthy, energy efficient assets. 

 

 

Bobby Ferrel, a resident of Hope Valley, is co-founder of Green Horizon – a Durham based 
construction services company offering home owners and builders a one-stop shop for heating and 
air, insulation, crawl space and energy-efficiency services. 
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Property Crime Statistics 

- May 2010 YTD through May 2014 YTD - 
By Don Stanger 919-489-2248 / donstanger@hvna.org 

 

 

Burglaries in our Hope Valley neighborhood so far this calendar year have doubled when compared to the same period last year.  This disappointing  news comes following 
two years that have shown lesser increases in burglaries May Year To Date (YTD).  For our neighborhood, this represents the highest incidence of burglaries in the first 
five months of any year since 2009, when we began compiling neighborhood property crime statistics. 
 
Recognizing this fact, the HVNA has doubled its payments for extra police patrols for our neighborhood through the 
summer.  Thanks to all who contributed to paying for these patrols!  We are directing the police to patrol based on our 
historical crime statistics, i.e., by street, day of the week and time of day. 
 
The Durham Police Department District 3 has also experienced an increase in burglaries so far this year, although the 
growth in District 3 is much less dramatic at 17% when compared to our neighborhood. 
 
On a more positive note, larcenies in our neighborhood have not increased during the first five months of this year 
when compared to last year.  And there has been no growth in larcenies over the past two years.  This mirrors the 
incidence of larcenies in DPD District 3, where larcenies have not grown significantly over the past three years. 
 
As always, the HVNA encourages all neighbors to keep a watchful eye on what’s going on around the neighborhood 
and to call ‘911’ if anything suspicious is observed. 
 

 
 

Larceny is defined as the unauthorized taking and removal of the personal property of another by an individual who intends to perma-
nently deprive the owner of it; a crime against the right of possession.  Burglary is defined as the criminal offense of breaking and entering  
into any dwelling or building illegally with the intent to commit a felony or crime.  

 

 
DPD District 3 Burglaries & Larcenies 

- May 2010 YTD vs. May 2014 YTD - 

Hope Valley Burglaries & Larcenies 
- May 2010 YTD vs. May 2014 YTD - 

 

 

+ 17% 

+ 2% 

0%  

+ 100% 

Neighborhood Improvement 
 

 

Its Spring and many Hope Valley residents are busy with projects large and small in their yards. 
 
Its also a time when many of us are beginning to enjoy our property after a long and cold winter. 
 
The HVNA Board each spring receives numerous calls and emails regarding unkempt yards, abandoned 
projects, non functioning vehicles, abuses of on street parking, and landscaping trailers blocking roads or 
sight lines. 
 
The HVNA Board advocates neighbor to neighbor dialog, but if you have tried and failed 
to reach an understanding with your neighbor, or if there is a dispute that cannot be rectified,  
the City Department of Neighborhood Improvement Services, 919 560 1647, may be a good resource. 
 
Website:  http://durhamnc.gov/ich/cb/nis/Pages/Home.aspx 
 
Best of all, we encourage all homeowners, renters, and landowners to respect the rights, and views,  
of their neighbors.      

Larcenies 

Burglaries 

Larcenies 

Burglaries 



 
 

COLLABORATION  
FROM PAGE 8 

 

 

Hope Valley’s roadways were designed by architect Cridland to hug the hills, valleys and ridges of the forests and farms from which Hope Valley was 
carved.  Due to the late inclusion of Hope Valley into the City of Durham, in 1965, and the City’s benign neglect after that time, Hope Valley’s roads, 

even today are without curbs and gutters and still impart the semi rural rustic, atmosphere 

envisioned by Hope Valley’s three designers in 1926. In many cases the original poured 
concrete still peaks out from under the city laid asphalt. As well, there are a few gravel 

roads left in Hope Valley, gentle reminders of its earliest rural origins. Review of Hope 
Valley’s original plat maps confirm that its streets still conform to Cridland’s initial plans. 

 
Many of its intersections are still marked by the original cut iron road signs hung from 

rustic red cedar tree trunks. Hope Valley’s original entry gates, designed by Clubhouse 
architect Aymar Embury II, survive, unadorned and simply painted, matching their cousin 

the Hope Valley Clubhouse. Even at night Hope Valley retains its early 20th century rural 

feel, as street lights are very few and far between. 

 
The Embury designed Clubhouse, featured in the 1929 book Golf and Country Clubs, by 

Clifford Charles Wendehack AIA has been modified over the past 80 years yet still appears 

much as it did on the day it opened in 1927 along its front façade, its windows revealing 
the same views enjoyed by its earliest members in the late 1920’s, due to Mr. Ross’ insis-

tence to Mr. Cridland that golfers have privacy from the back of homes facing the golf 
course.  Robert Winston Carr, son of George Watts Carr, was the careful architect of the 

Clubhouse’s most significant expansion in the mid 1960’s. 

 
Recently, in one of Hope Valley’s most important areas of preservation, the Donald Ross 

Course was carefully restored by Ross restoration specialist Brian Silva of Cornish, Silva 
and Mungeam.  The firm is considered to be the foremost specialist in Ross and vintage 

courses in the nation. 

 
This work, once completed, saw the restoration of tee boxes, bunkers, and sightlines that 
had drifted over the years without benefit Ross’s careful eye.  Making the work easier and 

authentic was the discovery of Ross’s original hand drawn plans and notes for Hope Valley 
found in Pinehurst.  This allowed Silva to bring the course back into its full Ross appear-

ance.  These were the same plans Ross carried over the Hope Valley Golf Course in 1926 

as he checked construction. 

 
Hope Valley has been home to any number of prominent Durhamites, much of the early 

faculty of the Duke Medical Center, and has hosted such greats as Byron Nelson on its 

golf course.  Hope Valley has homes designed by some of the nation’s and south’s finest 
architects, including Charles Barton Keen designer of Winston-Salem’s Reynolda House 

and Gardens. But perhaps the most overlooked, and maybe the most important thing 
Hope Valley processes is an authentic and real preservation of its original look and feel. 

When you are here, you feel as though you are miles from the city, the intent of Mebane 

and Sharpe and Hope Valley’s three esteemed 
designers. 

 
Hope Valley unlike many early twentieth century 

suburbs has weathered the decades with remark-
able stability, whether it was the depression, its 

distance from Durham, or simply the finances of 
its residents, it has resisted change.  This resis-

tance has prevented the majority of its landscape 

from being altered from its original appearance 
and design in any substantial way.  Whether driv-

ing its narrow curbless streets or standing in one 
of its dramatic apexes you see rather uniformly 

what its first residents saw in 1926, a rustic, 

wooded and carefully planned retreat from the 
factories and offices of Durham.  
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What Do I Get for My $30.00 Annual HVNA Dues? 

 
Your HVNA dues pay for a variety services that benefit our neighborhood.   Below is a listing of current projects and initiatives made possible by your 

voluntary annual dues payment.  Dues are due by January 15th each year.  If you are unsure as to whether you are current, contact Ginger Rouse, HVNA 
Treasurer at grouse@hvna.org. 

 
Off Duty Durham Police Patrols –  the HVNA contracts with off duty Durham Police to drive through Hope Valley in their police cruisers at loca-

tions and times based on our historical crime incidents.  We will be doubling the weekly patrols this summer and will be evaluating whether we should 

continue at other times. 
 

Neighborhood Newsletter – Three times a year, the HVNA prints, mails and posts on the HVNA website a neighborhood newsletter with news, 
crime prevention tips, neighborhood history features, event announcements, and photos of our neighborhood.  To advertise or contribute articles and 

photos contact donstanger@hvna.org. 

 

Website – The Association maintains a web presence at www. HVNA.org.  The site includes a newsletter archive, association by-laws, neighborhood 

updates, history articles, and contact information for association committees and officers.  Contact Nate O’Keefe at nateokeefe@gmail.com  to volun-
teer, update posts, or submit photos and articles. 

 

Monitored Email List Service – The HVNA hosts a  neighborhood list serv to facilitate 
communication within Hope Valley at  hvna-list@hvna.org.  This service is monitored and 

only approved messages are sent to the entire subscriber base.  The list serv provides timely 
crime alerts, announces neighborhood events, and provides an outlet for the HVNA to com-

municate with the community. 
 

NEW Community Bulletin Board – a members-only unmonitoredforum to share recom-

mendations, advertise homes for sale or rent, house or babysitting services, and local Hope 
Valley resident affiliated charity activities. 

 

Block Party Grants – The Association provides a $300 grant for interested groups to subsi-

dize and plan block parties. Guidelines are posted on the website.   

 

“Welcome to the Neighborhood” Service – The HVNA welcomes each new HV resident 

with a HVNA logo shopping tote filled with everything a new family would need to get settled 
in the neighborhood.   Included in the welcome bag are the latest newsletter, contact info for 

utilities, local stores, post office, and HVNA logo items to welcome the new residents to Dur-

ham’s best neighborhood!  
 

Common Area Maintenance – In this era of budget cuts and reduced City service, the 
HVNA has assumed the role of maintaining City property within the neighborhood bounda-

ries.  In association with the Town and Country and Hope Valley Garden Clubs the HVNA 

maintains our Historic Gates and Street Signs, the medians at Windsor Way, Dover/Surrey 
intersection, Cambridge/Devon intersection, Norwich/Surrey intersection, the cul de sacs on 

Avon and Bristol and the entry at Rugby and Hope Valley Roads.  Contact Tad DeBerry at 
taddeberry@hvna.org to volunteer for neighborhood appearance initiatives or with questions 

or comments regarding common area maintenance. 

 
From time to time the Association takes on other projects and welcomes suggestions from the 

membership.  To contact members of the HVNA Board go to the website or write to PO Box 
51338, Durham, 27717.  Dues may be paid via credit card on the website or mailed to PO Box 

51338, Durham, 27717.  

 HVNA Sign Project Continues 

 
The HVNA Board  approved a number of new Historic Street Sign locations and signs will be ordered soon. 
 
If you are interested in a sign for an intersection near you,  please contact the HVNA Appearance Committee as soon as possible to 
make this round of installations. 
 
The HVNA will subsidize the cost of the sign, but donations are needed to make up the balance of the fabrication amounts.   
Hope Valley’s cut iron street signs date back to the developments earliest days.  Landmarked by the City of Durham as Historic 
Signs, they are protected by the Durham Landmark Sign and Structure Statutes.  Designs for all streets are available, including newer 
areas in Hope Valley West (St. Marks, etc) and New Hope Valley (Northampton/Chippenham, etc.) 



HOPE VALLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 2014-2015 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Ginger Rouse 
Treasurer 
3608 St. Marks Road 
Home:  919-489-4257 
E-mail:  grouse@hvna.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lee Anne Contarino 
Welcoming 
Luminaries 
4017 Bristol Road 
Home:  919-237-2150 
E-mail:  leeannecontarino@hvna.org 

Tommy Kinney 
At-Large 
3007 Surrey Road 
Home:  919-490-8695 
Email:  tommykinney@hvna.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jill Louv 
At-Large 
3936 Dover Road 
Home:  919-294-9300 
Email:  jilllouv@hvna.org 

 

You can pay your 2014 HVNA Annual Dues now — just go to www.hvna.org 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & RENEWAL 
 
 

 Application  Renewal   Additional Contribution to Beautification 

 

Name(s)         E-mail       

 
 

Address         Phone       

 

 
Comments              

Annual dues are $30 per household. Go online or mail application and check to: HVNA, P. O. Box 51338, Durham, NC, 27717 
Please make checks payable to: Hope Valley Neighborhood Association.   Thank you! 

Jim Rouse 
At-Large 
3608 St. Marks Road 
Home:  919-489-4257 
E-mail:  jimrouse@hvna.org 
 
 
 
Don Stanger 
Crime Reporting 
Newsletter 
Listserv Monitoring 
3940 Dover Road 
Home: 919-489-2248   
E-mail:  donstanger@hvna.org 

 
Mary Tatum 
PAC-3 
3210 Banbury Way 
Home: 919-493-3934 
E-mail: marytatum@hvna.org 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Raleigh, NC 

Permit No. 2100 

Hope Valley Neighborhood Association 

P.O. Box 51338 

Durham, NC   27717 

 

Chase Teer Loew 
 President 
4025 Bristol Road 
Home: 919-489-3367   
Cell: 919-697-1456 
E-mail: chaseteerloew@hvna.org 
 
 
Tad DeBerry 
Vice President 
Appearance 
3831 Somerset Drive 
Home: 919-489-5270 
E-mail:  taddeberry@hvna.org 
 

 
Clay Chandler 
Secretary 
3205 Banbury Way 
Home:  919-493-8535 
E-mail:  claychandler@hvna.org 

Al Martindale 
Neighborhood Watch 
3804 Somerset Drive 
Home:   919-294-4494 
Email:  almartindale@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nate O’Keefe 
At-Large  
3722 Eton Road 
Home:  919-489-8420 
Email:  nateokeefe@hvna.org 
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A Brilliant and Lasting Collaboration at Hope Valley:  

Donald Ross, Aymar Embury II and Robert Cridland 
-  Hope Valley History  - 

 

By David T. DeBerry and Frank DePasquale 

 
What is most striking when entering the historic core of Hope Valley is the unchanged nature of its landscape, roadways and golf course from its early 
days in the late 1920’s. 
 
When Hope Valley was first envisioned by its developers and Durham civic leaders they insisted that Donald Ross be allowed to walk the property to 
determine whether it was suitable for “a high grade golf course and country club.”  His close relationship with Clubhouse and entry gates architect Ay-
mar Embury II and landscape designer Robert Cridland allowed a significant landscape to be created that remains virtually untouched to this day. 
 
It is believed that Hope Valley represents the only collaboration between Ross, Embury and Cridland.  Hope Valley was conceived and planned by these 
nationally renown men at the height of their careers.  Embury, author of several books on architecture, went on to work with Robert Moses in New 
York and was responsible for major bridges, parkways and Parks in New York City.  The whimsical signs at his Jones Beach project are strikingly similar 
to Hope Valley’s signature street signs. 
 
Cridland, also an author, wrote Practical Landscape Gardening the bible for 1920s and 1930’s landscape architects.  Donald Ross’s accomplishments, espe-
cially at Pinehurst in North Carolina, are well known. 
 
What Mr. Ross saw in Durham County, and collaborated on with well known Clubhouse Designer Embury, who designed buildings at Princeton as well 
as many prestigious northeastern clubhouses, and respected landscape architect Cridland, designer of landscapes and gardens for Greensboro’s Irving 
Park, Atlanta’s Peachtree Heights (Carrere and Hastings’ only known suburb) and Frederick Vanderbilt’s gardens in Hyde Park, still provides the struc-
ture and foundation for the Hope Valley subdivision today.   
 
The carefully drawn streets and buffers still grace this old neighborhood.  The views and vistas appear almost exactly as they did in 1926 when the Hope 
Valley Golf Course was opened with a tee shot by Baseball Commissioner, Judge Kennesaw Mountain Landis.  Only the size of the oaks, hickory’s and 
pines belie the fact that time has gone by. 
 
Hope Valley’s signature narrow curving roadways and carefully planned park like areas, laid out by Cridland, exist to this day, cared for by the Neighbor-
hood Association and local garden clubs much as they have been since Hope Valley’s opening in 1927.  Even later streets cut in the 40’s and 50’s retain 
the narrow width contributing to the rural rustic feel planned by Ross and Cridland, most following the original elaborate subdivision plans.   
 

                                                                                                                                                                            SEE COLLABORATION/PAGE 5 


